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The year is 1805 In a small town
of azio called Vallecorsa, which
stand's upon a hill surrounded on
three sides ég the fep[m' and
e Ausoni mountains, a nice little baby
UMBRIA gzér/ is horn, little Maria.
The parents, Mr. and Mprs. De
Madttias, are overjfo ed.
The /)aég g[r/, whom t ey call .
Pittle Queen, grows up livel Y and =\
mischievous; and like a canar , She
.. FERENTINO"\ ﬂ//s the house with her warg n 5
oy .FROS'GNONE / Fer mother is a little strict. She \ £
doesnt want her to /9/ ay tricks, and >
sometimes she g[ves her a '
resound, ing st ap. However, her faf/zer
is less c/emanc/c’ng and easc’/g =

forgives her innocent. /9/ ayﬂc/ pran/z&
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In the evem’ng. her papa takes [ittle Maria
on his /a}a and strokes her /ong blond hair.
The [ittle g[r/ (s very /za/a Y to /zug him;
and between her kisses, SZ; /aromc'ses she
will not do so many }amn/es.

Her dad, moved bZ the Jpromises of his

Pittle Queen, tells her fasa’naz‘éng stories
from the Bible, which little Maria listens to
very attentivel Y.

—_—




She is a little distracted in church.
Her prett dark eyes do not stop to

look at the dangq/c'ng ?arri;z s of the
are fixed..

lad les, bu
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sometimes on the altar and
sometimes on her faf/zer as he prays
devoutly. On Easter Sund ay, the
}am'esf talks about a meek Lamb that
[ets [fse/f be killed in order to wash
away the sins of the peop/e with his

hlood.
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Maria listens very carefull, Y. She
understands that the lamb is
g esus, and she resolves to love

him.

forever and never to offenc/ him.

With all her heart she desires to

receive her First Communion. Soon
g esus comes into her little heart:
and Maria, who (s a generous
A R child, gives her heart to Tesus
AN \forever. he makes some resolutions,
Y and espec[a/ [ 7 to oéeg when she is
told
to do Somef/zingL without mak[ng
her mother or the maid call her
twice.




O rf/@y A .[gﬂ x@@ P AN PN AE© )
i 6 Loyl BTt @m M

and becomes
doesn't 51.‘0}9

ut she

30
Ny
>

PN
S
S
9

<

s her }aromises

/ CL%S,
7

not to burst the
her.
to

those
A

/ earns on

P
of

who take care

2 €Y

AN

]
P/%
<

Q

)

S

Q

N

the windows

rattle.

hout makin
he also makes

oor maid

V
N\
X
3
<
S
<

air and without

WZQZL'I/Z?
3

eardrums
the P
sacr[ﬁ'ces:

S

She has to try very
She
run wit

/zar'c/, W/Zelfl \Y /ze

de



= E //5 - ‘
TSieeeed 73 WNALN\RDT==

N
R
R

for examp/e, she sz‘ops p/agc’n and
oes into her room to pra tﬁo the
ﬁad onna, saying, Mary, /%of/zer of

g esus and my Mother, give me
c'g/zt./ There are many /L’lgf/e gc’r/s

near her home, with its éeauﬁfu/

front door and roqnc/ ed arch.

0
Some of these girls are Jpoor, an / Maria
loves them very much. ‘
Pike a mama she washes the face 07?
the smaller ones and gc’ves all of them
little /aasfm’es. Then she invites them to
/a/ ay make-believe were ladies with her:
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and. in a ver sc‘m/a/ ¢ way, she teaches
them the caz‘ecic'sm, which zzeg all fo/ low
with interest. Michael and Anthony,
Marias two younger brothers, like to have
ﬁm and }9/ ay the quitar, while other éogs

and gc‘r/s ance and s[ng
Maria doesnt want

them to offend
esus, p/aa’ng Him
on the cross agat'n;
and she breaks her
brothers gu[far.
Anf/zong is wild
with rage, and he
hits /(fam’a very
hard. Maria goes to
her room and
exclaims in fronf 07?
the picz‘ure o‘/f the

Blessed Lad Y,




= E //! - ‘
- : @) N A\ XD \\

N
R
R

"/l/lg dear Madonna, yes, d did get
a bemf[ng but at least the offense
to & od is ended’ Maria is almost
a grownup now, and has some
[fﬂ'cu/fg with read ing and
writing. She likes to dress
71\ accord, ing to the latest ng/ es and
L stand in"front of the mirror a /ong;
/| time.




.\

Gne dag while she is coméc’ng her
hair and /oo/u’ng at /zerse/f n a
new hairdo, her gaze sfops on the
picture of the Madonna beside her,
and she hears her say; Come to me’
From that moment on, Maria can
read and write miraculous! y well.
The Mission attracts a (. arge crowd
of farmers and women in their
bri gﬁf—co/ ored traditional clothes.
5verg evening the church is ﬁ'//ec/
with Jpersons who want to hear the
preac/zéng of FHol Y Week. Cne of
the Missionaries (s Fr. Gaspare,
who speaks about the crua’ﬁ'ed
Fesus. /ﬁaria, who is al ways present
in the ﬁ'rsf row, (s so d ee}a/ y struck
that she cries in sorrow.
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The voice of Hesus calls her from
d eep within her heart. Tesus wants
her all for Himself Maria
hesitates..she loves her faf/zer very
much and does not want to hurt
him. She calls on the Madonna to
enli g/n‘en her. Finall Y. she makes

her decision and leaves for Acuto.

ﬁapa (s sad about the
depam‘ure o‘/f his Little
Queen, but accepts the
sacm’ﬁ'ce and embraces her
for the last time.

With the é/essc‘ng of the
bc’s/zop of Ferenting,
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she Jprepares to undertake a [ ong
and ft'm'ng Journey, in the company

07? her fac’f/zfu/ maid who will ‘never

abandon her youn mistress.
Astride her d on/eeg, she has to cross
a vall ei covered with dense foresz‘

and has to climb up an incline
that reaches the 1.‘0/9 07? the
7?7? mouni?én. /
Maria sutters and prays guietly.
She lets her d on/eeg fesfg a/jc/ Wc?/ ks
S0 fasf that with ever sfe}o, she

seems to be f/ yin of toward a
i
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In Acuto she works in a modest.
undecorated school. The classrooms
are small, but the students are
/za}apg anyway, because Maria is an
excellent teacher, much d L'fferemf
from the others.

She teaches [aﬁenf/ Y and | ovc'ng/ Y and
e

makes even the most d. Lfﬂ'cu/ ¢t lessons easu.
Her face (S a/wags shining with a gemf/g
smile that attracts all the gc’r/s.




S~ AF SR G s
\

She is the one who
orgzanézes games and intones
ha Y Songs with her
6eauz/£’fu/ voice. She 7u£c/e/ Y
wins the trust of the
parents of little girls. The
mothers continual, [3 come to
see her. 7/ze2¢ confide their
pains and 49YS to her, and
ask her advice about how to
bring up their little
cfc/ c/:en better.
Maria has a kind word 4or
everyone. She cries wit
these who suffer and smiles
[ ovéng;/ y with those who

reJ olce.
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The number of little gc‘r/s who
come to her grows from A ay to
C/ag, and /ﬁam’a thinks it is
necessary to huild a new school,

[ arger and better furm’s/tec/.

She has vei;lg little money to pay the

wor/e/e/rsy ancz S /e (S /%oz‘ use Zo /z;:;vg work.

Still, for the love esus she adapts t

i ano ku?zdg of work. a ’
Cne c/ag she looks for a /aac'/, and not

fc’nc/ L'ng one, she carries rocks in her hat
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Maria does not ﬂ'nc/ the sz‘rengf/z to be

There she spends (. ong hours in
fromf the tabernacle.
Most 07? the time, her prayer

continues until sunrise.

gooc/ inside hersel 7? but in Jprayer.
At m’g/n‘, while everyone (s s/eep[ng
7u£ef/ Y. she z‘c'}afoes downstairs without
ma/a‘ng any noise, and goes into the

(4 /ZLU”C A
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She talks to dg esus as to her
dearest and most faiz‘/zﬂc/

fm’enc/, and d(? esus listens to her
and consoles her. Maria and her
ﬁ'rsf companions }am‘ on a

re/c'gc'ous habit. Tt is black: their

ace (s adorned ég a Smart-
oo/e[ngf, starched fm’nge and a
white coc'f. A red sash /zangs

from their waist to sumbolize
the Divine Blood oZ esus.




gvergf/zing (s the same as the vision
that Maria had ot Vallecorsa, when
she was at her home. Maria is a

Sister: and who would ever have
imagined it?

Now she is a
/zumé/e bride of
g esus, a/wa?s

read. Y to he
others. With the

gu[c/ ance of .
Covanni
/ér/ ini, she
writes the rules

that the Sisters
must cbserve

d um‘ng the d ay.
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Maria opens new schools and

makes [ ong Joumegs.
The weather is calm: only one

black cloud passes hi g/z in the
s/eg. Tt approaches quickl Y.

lowers and the rain eg[ns to

fa// (n a ver /zeavg c/ownpour.
Maria cant ﬁ'nc/ the road
anuymore: but she does not

d espair. She kneels dowvn and
prays.
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Suddenly, from behind a tree, a
muysterious %z‘z‘/e éog appears. His face )
sZines with a divine c’gfn‘. He smiles e
at Maria and gentl y invites her to

fo ow him. G
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Almeost as f/zoug/z éy magic, : Ty w
z‘/zeg ﬁ'nc/ the street agatln and a 2 0, &/
the bad cloud has c/c’sa/a}oearec/. \L W\ BN o e

It (s no /onger mém’ng
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Poor people
w/foo /z};vzpno
clothes o

rotect them
%:om the cold

nor a pilece
érea}Z/ to Of
saz‘[s;@ their
unger, come
to /ﬁam’a who,
generous as
she s,
welcomes them
and gives
them
evergf/zéng she

/zas, even /zer
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Marias /L’fe is all
zeal for Hesus, and
all love for her

neighbor. & veryone

C

\\1\.
éﬁ} mires her; z‘/zeg

<\ / ove /Zé)”

and consider her a hol person. She does
not like ory, but sZe /arefers to bhe

forgofz‘en. Gtten she goes into ecstasy, with

her whole hod y éec‘ng (ifted $rom f/i Hoor,

and she Wor/es mc’mc/es.
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Cne evening,
Maria is in the
2 cellar to repair a
o wine barrel that isl
/ea/zc‘ng From the
window a
mischievous (ittle

éreeze Soff/g

touches her 4ace
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and exfc’ngu[s/zes her candle. The
Sister who is with her (s very afraid
because it is dark; she (s ready to
ge//. Maria takes the candle and
[ L'g/zfs (t again without a match.
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The well where the Sisters draw water for
coo/a’ng and was/u'ng; is dry; there is not a
drop /efz‘ in (t.

The town founfac‘n is very far away and
the Sisters cannct reach

(t eas[%. aria lowers the pac‘/ and

ulls it bhack up #ull resh water.
g’ rom Lz‘/zaz‘ d ag}gof, z‘/sze f/zas a/wags

been water in the well
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Mavria is always praying -
and wor/a’ngL gie c'}so agggfer el
who makes greaz‘ and many
sacrifices, and does not —
realize that her strength (s . == - 7
éeﬁt'nnmg to leave hger. = D, &
Jesus, on_the other hand, (s N 7 Dl
aware 072 it and wishes to |
reward her. Fle makes a 7 Vi
/L'g,/n‘, shining ladder come y 5
own from fge blue skies to \% ‘ '

earth. | / 0, &
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Festive angels come dovn and take Maria and
lead her g[ampﬁanf/ y into heaven. Now Maria
(s near the throne of od, fogez‘/ter with her
dear Madonna and the %ooc/ souls. She is

/zappg and does not sutter anymore.
«TT7

Her very dear N
companions remain ="
with us, more than

2000 of them
scattered f/zroug/zf the
world. «
7/zeg are called "

Sisters Adorers of the

Blood of Christ. And

they continue to teach

many little children

the way of gooc/ ness

and love, like Maria
did.
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7/¢eg are vivacious,
mischievous little gc’r/s... As
rown-ups they want to be

ey prepare
for %t‘/};’s };reaz‘

A o
and Spe a
A aéjs f/tei;,_e‘f/ig
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7/zeg stud Y without worries,
in the Joy of the sun and
the green of meadows. And
you, dear little girl who are
reading this, 670#2'1‘ you fee/
anythin ? Think about it
and [, L'Ze Maria, ask the

s !,

enli g/n‘en you.

&\ Madonna the favor to




	A bright
	girl
	The year is 1805. In a small town of Lazio called Vallecorsa, which stands upon a hill surrounded on three sides by the Lepini and Ausoni mountains, a nice little baby girl is born, little Maria. The parents, Mr. and Mrs. De Mattias, are overjoyed. The baby girl, whom they call "Little Queen," grows up lively and mischievous; and like a canary, she fills the house with her warbling. Her mother is a little strict. She doesn't want her to play tricks, and sometimes she gives her a resounding slap. However, her father is less demanding and easily forgives her innocent, playful pranks.
	In the evening, her papa takes little Maria on his lap and strokes her long blond hair. The little girl is very happy to hug him; and between her kisses, she promises she will not do so many pranks.
	Her dad, moved by the promises of his Little Queen, tells her fascinating stories from the Bible, which little Maria listens to very attentively.
	She is a little distracted in church. Her pretty dark eyes do not stop to look at the dangling earrings of the ladies, but are fixed...
	sometimes on the altar and sometimes on her father as he prays devoutly. On Easter Sunday, the priest talks about a meek Lamb that lets itself be killed in order to wash away the sins of the people with his blood.
	Maria listens very carefully. She understands that the lamb is Jesus, and she resolves to love him. forever and never to offend him. With all her heart she desires to receive her First Communion. Soon Jesus comes into her little heart; and Maria, who is a generous child, gives her heart to Jesus forever. She makes some resolutions, and especially to obey when she is told to do something, without making her mother or the maid call her twice.
	Maria keeps her promises and becomes more obedient. But she doesn't stop being lively.
	She has to try very hard, when she plays, not to burst the eardrums of those who take care of her. She learns only to run without making the poor maid despair and without making the windows rattle. She also makes sacrifices:
	for example, she stops playing and goes into her room to pray to the Madonna, saying, "Mary, Mother of Jesus and my Mother, give me light.!"There are many little girls near her home, with its beautiful front door and rounded arch.
	Some of these girls are poor, and Maria loves them very much. Like a mama she washes the face of the smaller ones and gives all of them little pastries. Then she invites them to play "make-believe we're ladies" with her;
	and, in a very simple way, she teaches them the catechism, which they all follow with interest. Michael and Anthony, Maria's two younger brothers, like to have fun and play the guitar, while other boys and girls dance and sing.
	Maria doesn't want them to offend Jesus, placing Him on the cross again; and she breaks her brothers' guitar. Anthony is wild with rage, and he hits Maria very hard. Maria goes to her room and exclaims in front of the picture of the Blessed Lady,
	"My dear Madonna, yes, I did get a beating, but at least the offense to God is ended." Maria is almost a grown-up now, and has some difficulty with reading and writing. She likes to dress according to the latest styles and stand in front of the mirror a long time.
	One day while she is combing her hair and looking at herself in a new hairdo, her gaze stops on the picture of the Madonna beside her, and she hears her say: "Come to me." From that moment on, Maria can read and write miraculously well. The Mission attracts a large crowd of farmers and women in their bright-colored traditional clothes. Every evening the church is filled with persons who want to hear the preaching of Holy Week. One of the Missionaries is Fr. Gaspare, who speaks about the crucified Jesus. Maria, who is always present in the first row, is so deeply struck that she cries in sorrow.
	The voice of Jesus calls her from deep within her heart. Jesus wants her all for Himself. Maria hesitates...she loves her father very much and does not want to hurt him. She calls on the Madonna to enlighten her. Finally, she makes her decision and leaves for Acuto.
	Papa is sad about the departure of his Little Queen, but accepts the sacrifice and embraces her for the last time. With the blessing of the bishop of Ferentino,
	she prepares to undertake a long and tiring journey, in the company of her faithful maid who will never abandon her young mistress. Astride her donkey, she has to cross a valley covered with dense forest and has to climb up an incline that reaches the top of the mountain. Maria suffers and prays quietly. She lets her donkey rest and walks so fast that with every step, she seems to be flying off toward a goal.
	In Acuto she works in a modest, undecorated school. The classrooms are small, but the students are happy anyway, because Maria is an excellent teacher, much different from the others.
	She teaches patiently and lovingly, and makes even the most difficult lessons easy. Her face is always shining with a gentle smile that attracts all the girls.
	She is the one who organizes games and intones happy songs with her beautiful voice. She quickly wins the trust of the parents of little girls. The mothers continually come to see her. They confide their pains and joys to her, and ask her advice about how to bring up their little children better. Maria has a kind word for everyone. She cries with those who suffer and smiles lovingly with those who rejoice.
	The number of little girls who come to her grows from day to day, and Maria thinks it is necessary to build a new school, larger and better furnished.
	She has very little money to pay the workers, and she is not used to heavy work. Still, for the love of Jesus she adapts to any kind of work. One day she looks for a pail, and not finding one, she carries rocks in her hat.
	Maria does not find the strength to be good inside herself, but in prayer. At night, while everyone is sleeping quietly, she tiptoes downstairs without making any noise, and goes into the church.
	There she spends long hours in front of the tabernacle. Most of the time, her prayer continues until sunrise.
	She talks to Jesus as to her dearest and most faithful friend, and Jesus listens to her and consoles her. Maria and her first companions put on a religious habit. It is black; their face is adorned by a smart-looking, starched fringe and a white coif. A red sash hangs from their waist to symbolize the Divine Blood of Jesus.
	Everything is the same as the vision that Maria had at Vallecorsa, when she was at her home. Maria is a Sister; and who would ever have imagined it?
	Now she is a humble bride of Jesus, always ready to help others. With the guidance of Fr. Giovanni Merlini, she writes the rules that the Sisters must observe during the day.
	Maria opens new schools and makes long journeys. The weather is calm; only one black cloud passes high in the sky. It approaches quickly, lowers and the rain begins to fall in a very heavy downpour. Maria can't find the road anymore; but she does not despair. She kneels down and prays.
	Suddenly, from behind a tree, a mysterious little boy appears. His face shines with a divine light. He smiles at Maria and gently invites her to follow him.
	Almost as though by magic, they find the street again and the bad cloud has disappeared. It is no longer raining.
	Poor people who have no clothes to protect them from the cold, nor a piece of bread to satisfy their hunger, come to Maria who, generous as she is, welcomes them and gives them everything she has, even her shoes.
	Jesus repays her generously and helps her in every need. At noon she has nothing to eat, but hopes in Providence. She begins to pray with her empty plate in front of her. Suddenly, someone knocks at the door. It is an unknown lady with a dinner already prepared.
	Maria's life is all zeal for Jesus, and all love for her neighbor. Everyone admires her; they love her
	and consider her a holy person. She does not like glory, but she prefers to be forgotten. Often she goes into ecstasy, with her whole body being lifted from the floor, and she works miracles.
	One evening, Maria is in the cellar to repair a wine barrel that is leaking. From the window a mischievous little breeze softly touches her face
	and extinguishes her candle. The Sister who is with her is very afraid because it is dark; she is ready to yell. Maria takes the candle and lights it again without a match.
	The well where the Sisters draw water for cooking and washing is dry; there is not a drop left in it. The town fountain is very far away and the Sisters cannot reach
	it easily. Maria lowers the pail and pulls it back up full of fresh water. From that day on, there has always been water in the well.
	Maria is always praying  and working. She is a Sister who makes great and many sacrifices, and does not realize that her strength is beginning to leave her.  Jesus, on the other hand, is aware of it and wishes to reward her. He makes a light, shining ladder come down from the blue skies to earth.
	Festive angels come down and take Maria and lead her triumphantly into heaven. Now Maria is near the throne of God, together with her dear Madonna and all the good souls. She is happy and does not suffer anymore.
	Her very dear companions remain with us, more than 2,000 of them scattered throught the world. They are called "Sisters Adorers of the Blood of Christ". And they continue to teach many little children the way of goodness and love, like Maria did.
	English translation by BERTHA FISCHER, ASC

