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Carissima Sorella

prima di conoscerti di persona, eri costantemente
presente nei nostri cuori, nelle nostre preghiere,
nelle nostre conversazioni.... Abbiamo sognato di
creare per te un luogo, un tempo, un contenuto che
¢ prima di tutto importante per noi Figlie di Maria
De Mattias, Adoratrici del Sangue di Cristo.
Questi contenuti nascono dalle nostre preghiere e
dai nostri sogni affinché I'opera, che & tutta
AMORE, continui!

Modo di usare questo quaderno: abbiamo raccolto
molti brani interessanti di lettere®, storie,
preghiere e anche esercizi individuali, che formano
un mosaico molto creativo a cui anche TU puoi
contribuire. Puoi utilizzare il contenuto in
qualsiasi momento, usarlo per la preghiera, la
riflessione o semplicemente per imparare qualcosa
di nuovo.

Un grande abbraccio

In questa pubblicazione utilizziamo due metodi di registrazione delle lettere: la
data di scrittura della lettera o il numero della lettera secondo I'edizione: MDM,
Lettere a cura di Angela Di Spirito, Luciana Coluzzi, Roma 2005.

Dear Sister

Before we met you in person, you were constantly
present in our hearts, our prayers and
conversations.... We dreamt of creating for you a
place, a time, a content that is first and foremost
important for us daughters of Maria De Mattias,
Adorers of the Blood of Christ. This content grows
out of our prayers and hope that the work, which 1s
all LOVE, will continue!

How to use this workbook: we have collected many
interesting extracts from letters®, stories, prayers
and also individual exercises, which form a very
creative mosaic to which YOU can also contribute.
You can make use of the content at any time. Use it
for prayer, reflection or simply to learn something
new.

with love,

§7° Tatiana Studentowa ASC
srMaryrutty Kanattu ASC

In this publication we use two methods of recording letters: the date the letter was
written or the letter number according to the Italian edition: MDM, Lettere a cura
di Angela Di Spirito, Luciana Coluzzi, Roma 2005.
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In this manual you will find
many different tasks designed for
you with love and care. Here is
the first of them: Write down
every day a word that has lifted

you up.




Passo I Step 1

CANTICLE

a/ The Plsod a/ CheioZ

Christum Dei F111um
qui nos redemit Sanguine suo
Venite adoremus
Omnes gentes plaudite manibus
jubilate Deo in voce extultationis.
Quoniam Dominus excelsus et magnus
fecit nobis misericordiam suam.
Ipse enim non pepercit unigenito filio suo,
sed pro nobis omnibus tradidit illum.
Ut redimeret nos, et liberaret nos
a peccatis nostris in Sanguine suo.
Et justificati in Sanguine ipsium
salvaret nos ab ira per ipsum.
Et qui eramus longe faceret prope
per Sanguinem Filii sui.

O Domine Deus meus quid retribuam tibi
pro omnibus quae tribuisti mihi?
Calicem salutaris accipiam,
et virtutem hujus Sanguinis invocabo.
Psallite Jesum omnes Sancti ejus
et confitemini memoria Sanctitatis ejus.
Quoniam ipse dilexit nos
et lavavit nos in Sanguine suo

O popoli tutti battete le mani,
acclamate al Signore con voci di giubilo e di
allegrezza,
perché il Signore eccelso e grande
fece con not la sua misericordia.
Egli infatti non risparmio il suo proprio Figlio,
ma per noi tutti lo immolo,
al fine di redimerci e di liberarci
dai nostri peccati nel sangue suo;
e cosi giustificati nel sangue di lui
ci salvasse dall’ira per mezzo suo;
e noi che eravamo lontani fossimo avvicinati
in virtu del sangue del Figlio suo.
0 Signore, Dio mio,
che ti rendero per tutti i beni che hai elargito a me?
Prendero il calice della salvezza
e invochero la virtu di questo sangue.
Cantate inni a Gesu, o voi tutti santi suoi,
e celebrate la memoria della sua santita,
perché ci amo e ci lavo nel suo sangue
e si fece nostro aiuto e nostro redentore.
Sia benedetto nei secoli il sangue di Cristo
che fece per noi cose ammirabili.

Sia benedetto Gesu in eterno
e si riempia il cielo e la terra della gloria del sangue

et factus est adjutor noster et redemptor noster.
Sit Sanguis Christi benedictus
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in saecula seculorum quia fecit mirabilia nobis. SUu0.
Benedictus Jesus in aeternum Venite adoriamo il Cristo, Figlio di Dio

et repletur coelum et terra gloria Sanguinis eius. che ci redense col suo sangue. Amen.

Fiat GLoria Patri
) Christum _Del ﬁhu@ Try to find references
qui nos redemit Sanguine suo to the Bible
Venite adoremus. in this Canticle :)
PRAYER
0 good Jesus, Son of God and of the Immaculate Virgin Mary, whose soul was pierced by the sword of sorrow, through
your

passion and through the outpouring of your precious Blood, we beseech you, by your merits and through her intercession,
grant to us and to all peoples that we may worthily and faithfully love and adore you, together with your own Mother, for
ever and ever. Amen.

HISTORY & 4 'l

The manuscript of the song with
the prayer is attached to the
letter May 30, 1863.



Passo 1 Step 1

CANTICLE

d/ The Plsod a/ CheisZ

INTRODUCTION

The Canticle to the Blood of Christ is a polysalm ascribed to Maria De Mattias by oral tradition. It was part of the
devotions of the Adorers since the early days, as is confirmed and substantiated by Maria De Mattias, who writes:

"This Canticle has been said in this Monastery of Acuto since the beginning of the year 1855, in order to give
thanks to the Eternal divine Father, because He has given us His beloved only-begotten Son (...) and to
obtain the grace that we and all peoples may always love and adore Him." .

We are guided by this meaningful prayer with which we, too, in the words of Maria De Mattias, want to thank
God for giving us his only begotten Beloved Son and ask for the grace to always love and adore him with all the
peoples of the earth.

CLAP YOUR HANDS, ALL YOU EOPLES, SING UNTO GOD WITH A VOICE
OF JUBILATION. FOR THE EXALTED AND GREAT LORD HAS SHOWN TO
US HIS MERCY.

The Song opens with an invitation, addressed to the whole world, to praise the Lord, with great joy, with
jubilation and with applause. The reason is immediately expressed: because God, in his greatness, has shown to uss
his mercy. Mercy of which the earth and history is full, has ancient roots, as the psalmist sings: Praise the Lord
for he is good: for everlasting is his mercy...

He alone performed wonders . From Egypt he delivered Israel.
He led His people in the desert | He gives food to every living thing.
Praise the God of heaven: for eternal is his mercy (Ps 136).

HE, IN FACT, DID NOT SPARE HIS OWN SON BUT DELIVERED HIM UP
FOR US,
IN ORDER TO REDEEM US AND TO FREE US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS
BLOOD.

Maria De Mattias refers mainly to the mercy God used with humanity in sending the Savior. She tells of God's
mercy made visible in Jesus who, by becoming incarnate, expressed it in gestures, attitudes, and words, and sealed
with his blood.

We are at the heart of our charism, which calls us to contemplate, as a priority, the great mystery of redemption
that the Lord Jesus obtained for humanity through the shedding of all His precious Blood.

AND THUS JUSTIFIED IN HIS BLOOD WE MIGHT BE SAVED FROM HIS
WRATH

AND WE WHO WERE FAR AWAY WERE BROUGHT NEAR BY VIRTUE OF
THE BLOOD OF HIS SON.

The central part of the canticle, summarizes the whole story of salvation: the magnificence of creation, the tragedy
of sin, the disappointment of God, The remedy: JESUS.
God's world, marked by harmony, goodness, beauty, trust, cooperation, has been lost by disobedience, by

estrangement, by distrust. This is our sin. e
«.?
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For God it is disappointment of love. He sees himself rejected, put in a position where he cannot express his mercy,
because of the barriers erected by sin. This is the wrath of God. It is not resentment, it is pain, sadness, longing for
love. My heart is moved within me, my innermost self trembles.

And its purpose gradually strengthens and clarifies: the remedy is Jesus! The Blood of Jesus restores in us the
image of the Father, washing away the sin that deforms it. (I Cor 6:20). This is redemption.

O LORD, MY GOD, WHAT CAN I RENDER UNTO YOU FOR ALL THE GOOD
YOU HAVE BESTOWED ON ME?

Maria De Mattias attempts a response by expressing the desires that crowd into her heart. She would like to love
Jesus very much, she would like to run and call everyone to love Jesus, she would like to glory in suffering for
Jesus, to bear with glory the humiliations and scorns for Jesus. She would like to die for the Blood of Jesus, where
He wants, how He wants and when He wants...

Jesus loves us without any merit of our own. Let us also love Him greatly because He is worthy to be loved.
Let us also love Him for the great good of Redemption, for the blood He was willing to shed for our love. Let
our hearts always be occupied in loving Jesus, content to die for Jesus... Here is all our hope.

I WILL TAKE THE CUP OF SALVATION AND CALL UPON THE POWER OF
THIS BLOOD.

But no response of ours is adequate to God's gift. Mary senses this, and in the Canticle she shares with us the most
beautiful attitude of faith in its simplicity, the one that brings the most joy to God's heart: I will take the cup of
salvation, I will accept the gift, that is, I will let HIM, who has loved me from the beginning, see His expectation
consoled.

Maria De Mattias would like to run and call all souls to love Jesus'. And therefore, with this knowledge, she
mvites:

SING HYMNS TO JESUS, O ALL YOU SAINTS OF HIS, AND CELEBRATE THE
MEMORY OF HIS HOLINESS,

FOR HE LOVED US AND WASHED US IN HIS BLOOD, AND MADE
HIMSELF OUR HELPER AND OUR REDEEMER.

In the fullness of time Jesus came and, in his Blood, embodied and made visible the Father's mercy and tenderness
for us.
The Foundress, who previously narrated the big event, now sings:

BLESSED FOREVER BE THE BLOOD OF CHRIST WHO DID ADMIRABLE THINGS
FOR US.

BLESSED BE JESUS FOR ALL ETERNITY, AND LET HEAVEN AND EARTH BE FILLED
WITH THE GLORY OF HIS BLOOD.

Salvation is celebrated, and the Blood of Jesus is its sign, its measure, its expression: When I have saved you, you
will become a blessing in God's world, restored to the beautiful order of things by the Blood of Jesus, in the
KINGDOM that the Son will hand back to the Father as splendid as in the beginning!

Maria De Mattias concludes her Canticle with this certainty summarized in the powerful image of a world flooded
with the recreating Blood:

Let heaven and earth be filled with the glory of the Blood of Christ!

It is the rainbow set in the sky that runs through all history and the whole universe, reconnecting the end with the
beginning, fulfilling every WORD of the Father and rendering to Him joy and glory.

Caterina Ronci ASC

Angela Di Spirito ASC y
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Canticle to the Blood of

Christ in my own language:
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Canticle to the Blood of
Christ composed by me:
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~THAT BEAUTIFUL ORDER OF THINGS...

A COMMENT

cnw The {SC 34 Lo il liTy

"...heping [...] lo have the consclalicn of seeing in the present limes thal beauliful
eslablishy en the earnth...” M’"'Z/"/"/ b‘-’/ Mwéﬁwwy

St. Maria De Mattias' letter, which contains this significant and emblematic expression, is dated November
12, 1838. Maria at age of 34 has been in Acuto for 56 months and lives in the Stefani house, the fourth
residence, where she was forced to move during the few years of the new undertaking. She went there with
her first companions on August 31, leaving the summer home of the diocesan seminary.

She writes to Monsignor Vincenzo Annovazzi, since Feb. 15 bishop of Anagni, the third bishop in the space
of four years, to whom Maria returns to explain her intentions, the charismatic force she carries, the
apostolic project and the spirit by which it is animated and sustained.

She is considering finding a more suitable home than the one where she was forced to take refuge, in
obedience to the bishop himself who claimed the summer home for seminarians.

She desires a more suitable environment for the apostolic ministries she has been carrying out since she set
foot in Acuto. It is uncomfortable, in the confined space in which she finds herself, ""to have eighty women
retreat in Spiritual Exercises," as she has done in the past. However, she does not stop the good work:
seeing the "great desire of the women, it will be done as best as it is possible, by shrinking the beds and
accommodating the little altar with the image of Our Lady in the dormitory."

And while other years she herself accompanied them with "lectures and meditations" this year she would
like the intervention of a Priest. In her request to the Bishop, she also proposes a starting date: the first day
of the novena of St. Francis Xavier. Beginning the spiritual exercises with the intercession of the great
Apostle of the Missions makes gives her great hope to "obtain the grace of final perseverance in all those,
who in these days of holy retreat give themselves to God".

I
-
-
S
J
>
-
>
U

/ This her ideal:

Ci realize the reform of the world

@L reestablish humanity in the cosmic order willed by God in creation and re-proposed by Christ

ﬂ through redemption

C; help Christ redeem the world.
She has clear ideas, that teacher of Acuto! Clear because they burst forth and illuminated by the direct
Light of the charism which she carries within herself and which, with consistency and tenacity, she goes on
to illustrate and propose.
A few years earlier, precisely on July 5, 1835, verbalizing the first official meeting with her first
companion Anna Farrotti, she had written, outlining the purpose of the new Congregation, that the
purpose of the Institute is the same for which the Blood of Jesus Christ was shed.
In the Rule she later drew for her sisters she emphasized, as a premise, that the precise task of the new
institute was to proclaim the infinite Love of God, after contemplating and assimilating it.

7
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expressed and signified in the total gift of
Christ, even to the shedding of His Blood.
Demanding, bold, seemingly presumptuous
ideal, pursued with only hope in the power of
God who "wants to make use of us miserable
ones for his glory."

To realize in the present times that beautiful
order of things that the great son of God with
his Divine Blood came to establish on earth:
says in summary what Maria De Mattias has
tried to say in different circumstances and
ways.

@ voinis fov neflection

CHARISM

hatred, from sin.

It is a total-restoration of humanity and creation,
accomplished by life-giving immersion in the blood of
Christ, in the cleansing embrace of the Father's infinite
Charity.

To accompany every person, from every tribe,
language, people and race, to the knowledge and
experience of this reality is to collaborate in the work of
redemption in a kind of priestly mediation between
God and the world.

In the present times: here and now, in the today
of history, of the history of all times and places,
it is a limitless apostolic horizon.

Angela D1 Spirito ASC

SPACE FOR YOUR REFLECTION

- W W
c\” Ve 5‘:"**

Contemplate —— = e — ’ W i
Assimilate —> % ” é s A 2 _
Announce P \ -

God's infinite Charity, ~

expressed and signified _— ' Q\»” BEAUTY ” -
in the total gift of = T y
Christ, down to the @

shedding of blood. RIALIZING THE REFORM OF THE

WORLD - \ 0 AN

RECREATION JUSTICE

— 'r‘

CREATION AND REDEMPTION
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v

@ veinis fou neflection,

That beautiful order of things is a gift to us. We cannot keep it just for
ourselves, but we can pass it on. And this sharing with gratitude of the
gift of the Blood of Christ makes it more beautiful, more tender, more
just.

I propose a brief reflection: imagine that your life is a Chalice composed
of various events. This Chalice-Life is filled each day with a new gift of
the Blood of Jesus. Each day you pour from your Chalice the gift of
Blood into the lives of others. Try to graphically represent these
individual elements. Nothing will happen if you step outside the picture.

The limits are only in your mind.

Jalhen, lo Yow T raise my whele
being, my emply chalice. Accepl,

6 1oud, this empliness of mine and
wilhy Yowv love, wilhy Yoww life. el
and powv the cup of muy head inle the
heals of all these 7 meel leday,
showing thenv the beauly of Yowv joy,
lhe pullness and senenily of Yowv
peace, which nolhing

caw desloy.

Amen
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COMMUNITY

Ideal:

Oh! how beautiful is that Religious House that longs for nothing else, but Jesus Crucified, that
desires nothing but Jesus Crucified, that loves nothing but Jesus Crucified, that wants nothing but
Jesus Crucified. (...) Why do we all not love Jesus and His Cross, who so deserves to be loved? Why
do we all not console ourselves with Jesus in our sorrows, who seek to be consoled by other things
outside of him? (...) Blessed are we if we have only loved Jesus and his Cross; this is our
consolation... (January 26, 1850).

Masya Po Matbins

Around This realily ASCy were called lo cweale comumunily: lo shane Jesus’ way of life, His
cause of the Kingdom, lo the peinl of shaning in s desling inv the Paschal myslew.

Fuomv This vision flow the ohev characlenislics thal Marniaw Ve Mallias wanled, in The ASC
wnior, huwmilily, mulual and graluilous sewice, lempening one’s own needs, joy... All this in
lhe style of sobiely, dignily and composune, in the climale o | silence and prayerfulness.
Angelas Vir Spinile ASC

Four things I desire in this Monastery: obedience, (...) mutual charity in the hearts of all the
individuals who make up this Religious Community, constant peace and unanimity in common
life, and a spirit of prayer and recollection in God (March 4, 1850).

Masyia Po Matbins
...The Spirit of this Holy Work is all charity. We have this
word carved in our minds and hearts.

I say charity, charity toward God and our dear neighbor
(June 28, 1841).

10
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Love the communlty A little math... Try to count

how many times is used
W@ & coonnoooonaoonoao

Bless God and your sisters
Grow in communion In our Constitution.
Talk to everyone

Build up the community

Trust others
In my community, Lord,

Rejoice together help me to love,
Humour! to be like the thread in a
) dress.
Establish good relationships Ulugare BRI UL 25 8
together,
Work together and no one sees it except

the tailor who put it there.
' You, Lord, my tailor, tailor

, of the community,

Be of service

Notice the good
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\ make me capable of being

Offer yourself / in the world,
Prav without ceasin D\ , serving with humility,

y g because if the thread is
Qualify friendship isible, everything has

i one wrong.

Be reconciled W« %e me love in your

. urch,
Smile at everyone \bﬁluse it is love that
Treating each other with respect /olds the various pieces

o , together.
Unifying efforts Madeleine Delbrel

Valuing each person

N aspgEansdgrmapmnens;

Zealously pursuing the good of all « *
’ e
& 2 , e @


https://www.qumran2.net/ritagli/index.php?autore=Madeleine%20Delbrel
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Passo 4 Step 4

CHARI

a/ The Qitorers a/ The gfmy// a/ ChreisZ

The ASC charism is the page of the Gospel that the Spirit assigns to us to live radically and share it with
God's people.
It empowers us to portray and reflect a mystery of the life of the Lord Jesus for the common good. It
places us in contemplation of an icon of Jesus. Which page of the Gospel? Which Jesus for us ASCs? The
Jesus who summoned us precisely as Adorers of His Blood (LC 6) and whom Maria De Mattias points out
like this, "To reveal his infinite love for us and in consequence of his great mercy, Jesus Christ our Divine
Redeemer consented to shed his percious blood for us, in the midst of suffering and humiliation, as the
price of our salvation and glory.” Yes,He gave it all, He gave it for all, and He does not cease to give it. "
(Const. 1857, Preface).
The Jesus who seduces us as ASCs is Jesus the Redeemer, the one who redeems us with his love, heals us
with his wounds, washes us with his blood. He is the Son of God, the crucified Lord.
"The sight of the Crucifix," Maria says of herself, "was to my heart like a sweet arrow that wounded
me..." (July 25, 1838). And then she points to him many times as

"Our Crucified Love."

"Our Beloved Bridegroom Jesus Crucified,"
"Divine Bridegroom Crucified."
"Dear Crucified Jesus"
"Our Crucified Good"
"Divine Lamb"
"Our Bridegroom of Blood."
And always Maria defines us ASCs.
"Brides of Jesus Crucified."
"Beloved brides of the Divine Lamb"
"True brides of the Crucified Lord."

The Jesus of the ASCs 1s the Jesus crucified out of love, to bring back to the Father his world "restored to
beautiful order"; He is the Paschal Lamb of whom Peter writes, "You have been set free with the precious
Blood of Christ, as of the Lamb without blemish and without spot" (1 Pet. 1:19) and to whom
Revelation sings: "The Lamb who was sacrificed is worthy to receive power and riches, wisdom and
strength, honor, glory and blessing" (Rev. 5:12), "because you were sacrificed and redeemed for God
with your Blood people of every tribe, tongue, people and nation" (Rev. 5:9).
The Constitution summarizes this reality for us in LC 2:

"We Adorers are consecrated to the adoring
and redeeming love of Jesus Christ, who shed
his Blood to free us from sin and reconcile us in
love." LC 22: "Our ASC charism is deeply
rooted in the mystery of Jesus' death and
resurrection. Ours is an Paschal identity,
signed in the Blood of the Lamb."

13

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo



Passo 4 Step 4

This icon of Jesus is the foundation of our ASC apostolic spirituality. It is the object of our meditation.
Contemplated "ever more intensely," it shapes us and makes us the charism that we prolong in history. Jesus
Crucified

whom we contemplate transfuses His Blood into us, so that Maria De Mattias was able to write, "His Blood is
ours" (4/2/1856), flows through our veins. We are, thus, chalices of his precious Blood.

Celebration and gratitude arise from this awareness: All you peoples, clap your hands, for Jesus loved us and
washed us with his Blood (MDM). This prayer deepens the charism in us.

"In our lives, especially in the Eucharist and in prayer, we adore Christ the Lord who redeemed us with his
Blood." LC 28

As MDM "personally and communally, we will give priority to the contemplation of the mystery of redemption"
(see also St. 34) Remembering the charism becomes motivation for the mission: "since the goal of the cleansing
bath (of the Divine Blood) is united with the purpose of the institute" (Congress 5/7/1835). "Our main purpose
must be to strive to invite people to share in the fruits of redemption" (Const. and Reg. 1857).

"We participate by our charism in the Redeemer's struggle against the powers of darkness and sin" (LC 25). "Our
mission is to lead others to the knowledge and love of Jesus crucified." (LC 34).

"Variety, extension" and radicality in ministries that are directed to "all phases of life" (1857) "using all possible
means" in all times, while we are always willing to work and even give our lives for the welfare of souls" (Lett.
6/12/1839)

"Our name, Adorers of the Blood of Christ, expresses our specific vocation: a community of religious apostles
whose lives are permeated with the spirit of adoration, contemplative women who glorify the Lord and venerate
his presence in those they serve." (LC 27).

The ASC sings and walks through the world "without sandals" (Ex. 3:5) always ready to point to the Blood of

Jesus as the reason for her life and attitudes.

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo

The blood of Jesus is the real revolution in history. By it we change our family status. From "creatures" and

"stewards of creation" (Gen 1-2) we become daughters of God: "For all of you are children of God through faith

I ) THE ASC
esus gave ‘
= (5\{‘ (9 ALL HIS BLOOD. fonten?p&ates an(}i1 falls dm
\ / () ) ove with Jesus the Redeemer.
) THE ASC
\ Jesus gave His "Reveres every person" as a
o BLOOD CHALICE of the BLOOD of
. ‘f' for ALL. Jesus the Redeemer.
y THE ASC
) Jesus does .I]Ot Returns her BLOOD to Jesus so
cease to give that He can use it

HIS BLOOD. To "wash the world of sin."
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For in Christ Jesus, you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have
put on Christ. .. All of you are one in Christ Jesus" (Gal 3:26-28).

"God sent his Son that we might receive adoption as sons. You are no longer slaves, but sons" (Gal 4:4-5).
"Behold, I make all things new.... To him who thirsts I will freely give water from the fountain of life. I will be his
God, and he shall be my son" (Rev. 21:5-7).

ASCs receive in charism this word and are in the world consciousness of this event: They tell it They celebrate it
and especially They demonstrate this by "respecting the dignity and divine destiny" (CV 37) of each person
"bought by Jesus at great cost" (ICor 6:20; 7:23).

This attitude is:

the cross of ASCs

their asceticism

=
%,

their lives poured out

I\

With a love that reflects that of Jesus...

The Blood that Jesus never ceases to give is indeed that of the ASCs, according to the covenant made with Him.
We return the Blood to Jesus to help Him continue to bring other precious children to the Father. Thus Jesus, the
Redeemer, also changes "social position" and from the only-begotten Son of God becomes the "Firstborn among
many brethren" (Rom 8:29). The ASC that sings and walks through the world "without sandals" (Ex) is a sign of
what the Blood can do. . ; she thus fulfills her missionary vocation.

Caterina Ronci ASC

Holy Falher, in yowv plaw of love yow
have adewed Saink Maniaw Ve Mallias
willv dislinguished gifls of grace, so thal
she may be in the Chuwvh anv apestle
and wilness o the myslewy of the Bloed
of Chusl; guanl us, Through hev
inlewcession, lo pause inv adewalion of The
lamb, who died and ese again fov us,
lo wenew i his Blood Tthe new and
dewal  Covenanl, lo prwclaim o all
nalions the powev of cwcified Iove.
Though Chrisl cwv 1ord.

Amen.

Graphic schemes prepared by: Sr Rita Grassotti
ASC and Sr Caterina Ronci ASC
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@ peints fov neflection

T a vefleclive almesphere and in a spinil of gralilude, tuy lo vemembev and wiile down The
the beauly of belonging lo The Adewens of the Blood, cf Chnisl, Yow ane The inique daughlen of
Mariaw Ve Mallias!
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BE CHARISM

The Adorer of the Blood of Christ, in whose heart the Spirit has written the charismatic word, dresses
herself in this Word, this Word alone, avoiding overlapping, possible bondage for herself and
disorientation for those who, wanting to read the paschal word from our lives, find it confusing ...
like certain sacred images, covered with jewels that, though precious, alter the image and sometimes
ridicule it.
This is why the ASC is in continuous discernment lest the Lord should complain as with His people,
"Who asked you why you do the things you do? I have asked you to study the Crucifix and clothe
yourself with it not only in words, but with works... to make crucified love Jesus known to all!"
(MDM). To clothe ourselves with the charism is to BE THE CHARISMA and to be the charism is our
life of obedience to God and His Spirit "the source of true freedom" (VC 36). This obedience is not
identified with childlike dependence, but is yearning for awareness of one's responsibilities, even when
it passes through the medium of people in authority.
"When we become good children," Chittister wrote, "we also become slaves! Loving perhaps and
lovable, but dependent and unimaginative ... open to authority, but closed to the Spirit."

This is codainly nol the cbedience of Mariaw Ve Mallias, the cbedienl ebel,

budy chedient: should 7 chey hinv ov God?

To embody the Chanisn is le kinow how lo condinually pul oneself in a silualion

of venificalion: amv 7 living, here and now, according le the expeclalions God

hay placed orv me fov the Kingdom?
Amv T wsing the nighl means?
Amv 1 willing lo give blood fov the "nol yel edeemed,” fov the least loved and
least levable?

To inculcate the charism is to know how to live at the mercy of the Spirit who adapts the charism to the
real needs of redemption. In the freedom of the Spirit, we are called to change, to renew, to inculturate,
to give responses suited to God's today in the memory of the Blood shed for "every tribe, tongue, people
and nation"!
Caterina Ronci ASC

@ voinis fov neflection




MISSION

dong live the Bleod of Jesus Chrisl!
Vearesl daughlev in Jesus,

adapl yowwelf lo the cusloms of the counbwy, and leach the Calechism o the
pocv gids of Jesus Chrisl aflev the Angelus. el thewe be, however, the ulimesl
silence, and ecolleclion. Be cheerjul,

and vewy calm. Jesus is willy yow. Tuy lo become holy. Speak oflen of Jesus
and Mawy and de it in @ way thal calls fov The praise of The Bloed of Jesus
willv s6 much love and willv so much pain. Tn a shed while we shall meel
and speak wilhy one anclhev. God bless yow all. Tell the Tevice e become holy
quickly. Tell the lillle boardev lo love Jesus and Maw. T° mv in @ hwvw.

Acule Manch 29, 1856
Affeclionalely in the Tord: i bo Mttimn

Letter to Sister Caterina Palombi ASC

Caterina Palombi, the first of the seven sisters to enter the Adorers of the Blood of Christ,
met Maria De Mattias as a child. Fascinated by the foundress' charism, she soon entered
the congregation together with her cousin. Caterina soon found herself involved in the
school as a teacher and later as community superior. While recommending these
important ministries of the congregation to her, Maria De Mattias urged her not to get
too caught up in apostolic pursuits by writing her a gem of a letter in which she brought
her back to the main purpose of her being an Adorer: "We have much to do with the
education of the young women, and we still have to find time to linger at the feet of the
Crucifix, where our soul is kindled with Holy Love for Him."

It was in Morino that the enterprising Caterina obtained exceptional permission to do
catechesis after sunset. "Adapt yourself to the customs of the country and also
teachChristian Doctrine to the poor girls of Jesus Christ after the Angelus."

Subsequently Caterina worked in Balsorano, Paliano, Palombara, Canepina, Gavignano,
Rome-Via San Giovanni in Laterano. Here, in 1906, now feeling that her life was coming
to an end, she asked Mother Caterina Pavoni to return to Acuto to prepare for her death,
which occurred on December 27. Lorenzo Palombi's eldest daughter left a rich testimony
about Maria De Mattias, at the ordinary trial in Anagni in 1897, and at the Apostolic one
in 1906.
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She had a special gift for comforting in sorrow and instilling
hope; everyone asserted this and I also assert it from my own
experience: during the time I lived in Acuto I experienced
that one suffered a lot from poverty, but I also experienced
that, close to her, I felt such great peace and joy that I was
able to overcome even the difficulties well.

When she spoke she revealed the Spirit of the Lord, present
in her, and her words opened us to hope.

Filomena Bent

()

Filomena Boni cared for Maria de Mattias with
great dedication during her fina illness. Along
with the De Sanctis sisters (Rosa, Carolina and
Teresa), Sr. Carolina Signoretti, Sr.Carolina
longo and Sr.Maria Caravacci. Sr. Filomena was
at her deathbed. A great part of her testimony at
the process of the canonization is preserved. After
the death of Maria de Mattias Filomena Boni
returned to her home town, Picinisco (near Sora)
where she took care of her sister who was suffering
from an eye disease. After applying a handkerchief
used by Maria De Mattias her illness disappeared
miraculously.

Caterina Pavoni was born in Morino (Roma) Novembe 23,°1840. She entered the institute in
1859 against the will of her family. She made her profession January 17, 1862 (according to the
register from the letters of MDM in 1863 cf. letter 1084, 1086, 1090 Vol IV it). She was a
teacher in the school of Gavignano and Riofreddo. After the death of the foundress she was first
named superior of the community in Rome San Giovanni, then General Concillor to Carolina
Signoretti in 1884, after Carolina stepped down, Pope Leo XIII named Pavoni Vicar General for
three years entrusting to her the difficult task of accompanying the congregation the deicat and
challeging job of entroducing perpetual vows and the revision of the constutution In 1877 she
was was elected Superior General which she carried out until her death. She continued the work
of uniting the entire congregation, giving particular attention to the foundations outside Italy
and trying to sstrengthen the unity through the exchange of personnel. In the Genera Chapter of
1896 she introduced the calls for the cannonization of MDM. She died in San Vito Romano June
14, 1906, struck by a serious lung disease while she was visiting the communities of the region.
She gave solid and valid testimony at the process for cannonization.
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With everyone, workers, mothers of families,
young people, and on every occasion, she
loved to talk about God's love: people were
impressed, not least because they read such
love in her life and actions.

Pilomena Palombi

Filomena Palombi, one of the longest-lived of the seven
Palombi sisters, entered at 17 along with her cousin
Celestine. She made her profession November 1, 1857. She
had been in the communities of Rome, Perugia, Vico,
Collepardo, Morino, Vallerotonda, and Sora. Half-way
through, in 1861, Filomena showed a trembling from which
she recovered. The news was sent to her sister Caterina from
the foundress herself, saying “Let us rejoice in the Lord.
Filomena is steady. She doesn’t want to leave our holy
institute. Long live Mary!” She adds that she’s fine. She says
for two days now she really feels well and 1 am very happy
because she has always been a dear daughter to me. . .” She
passed the teaching exam in 1865. She was sent to open the
community of Pescina, in Abruzzo as principal. Nine of the
letters of MDM were sent to Filomena. She gave witness in
the process for the canonization of MDM. She died at Rome
Septemer 25, 1910, at the age of 82.

I cannot find the words to describe the

ardent love that Maria De Mattias had

for God and for all.

She loved the Lord so intensely that she
always invited us to love him.

Caterina Paveni
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She was so penetrated by charity toward the Lord that
when she spoke of her love for God, she became like an
angel, beautiful and radiant in countenance.

Tecla Colonna

He' nurtured an immense love for God and
neighbor: he wanted to help everyone;
meeting people in need, he would softeI;
beyond measure by donating what he owned:
shirts, sheets, mattress. .
Antonio [fecci, sacerdste

Antonio Necci, priest. Born in

and Elizabeta Longo. He was a pries
bishop himself. He worked in the parrish of S

year in which he was substitut
end of 1846 he became pasto
Giovanni Lilli (Aug 16, 1800
Maria, especially when she w
became the archpriest, vicar an

of Acuto. He saw the congregation being bor
y the institute of the Adorers which he promoted

under his responsibilit
with conviction.
bureaucratic situations
systematization of the archive
in letters. At the request of M
his impressions of her
letters addressed to Maria,

Acuto August 21, 1805, to Sebastiano
t esteemed by the people and the
an Pietro until 1846, the

ed by the abbot Luigi Cavalli. At the

¢ of the church Santa Maria, replacing

-Sept. 10, 1869) who did not support

as giving conferences to women. Necel

d ordinary confessor of the motherhouse
n and in a certain sense,

He supported the foundress and helped her in
and many spiritual questions,

in the

s and the preparations of various points
erlini, after the death of Maria, he wrote

yirtues and his memories of the institute. His

Merlini and bishops of his time are
his deservig priest. He

preserved. MDM had esteem and affection for t
died in Acuto September 2, 1872.
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Tecla Colonna ASC was born in Frosinoni September
to a noble Colonna family. She entered thepAdorerssinllsé‘g(i
and made her first profession October 20, 1861. She worked in
the communities of Fumone, Acuto, Serrone, Rome, Santa
Maria (vial Del Macello) and Giove. She died October 4,1902
She testified at the process of canonization of MDM reﬁorting
also the impressions of her mother, whom MDM used to visit
in Frosinoni during her travels. The testimony of Marianna
Evalllli(l)énblt 'idlttfllbmes tﬁ tllledinéercession of the foundress who
still lliving, healed Sr. Tecla’ 1 :
determined shouldg be amputated. cela’s ool il doctors

A p09r woman presented herself to Maria De Mattias;
she did not even have shoes. Maria simply slipped of%
her own shoes and gave them to the woman. She

remained barefoot.
[fagarena Longe
Lo OlVe
na,
o, ASC, aiece O C(‘g?(\)‘s'\(\o“‘\ o
ararent LU0 (g AS S Ndoress 200
and Teresd, SShe att® {he AGO man £ e
June 5, e was \“5“10\;/\%& 1866, WO
from g g osw\‘&mb‘J N“? (&ea she WO
20mIte he § undress L was gravely
weeks : t whett N\af“‘; il 20,186
amitied © 2L prafession €4 mmunitt &
A\, She puin ¢80 ation D
&\;ex\ almost always the w“g(e\% question
Rome. DT (g bt o e others 2
Caten® a‘lo;\;“ L dmitie W\'C‘z\“‘m“ £ MD
¢ pon
of voW® 3 ¢
“ﬁ‘\e \92\
6. She tes 110,
\;)k?e Qdied 10 Rome
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Our common mission in the Church is to cooperate with Christ in His redemptive work by witnessing
to God's love and giving it to others, especially the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized.
Through ministries of evangelization, human development, prayer and participation in the cross of
Christ, we collaborate day by day in the building up of the Body of Christ, so that all creation
advances toward "that beautiful order of things which the great Son of God came to establish in his
Blood."

We serve in joy and simplicity, trusting that the spirit will sanctify us as we minister to others,
identifying more and more with the crucified and risen Christ. LC 3

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo

Through various works of evangelization and
human development, the Adorers glorify the
Lord and venerate his presence in those they

V‘ f‘l Ri q A M HW “ \ serve and walk with into the future, trusting in
! c \ the power of Christ's Blood, which constantly
Lisegne di sv Luvin D Rudvew RS S3VES hstory and renews it.

21



FREEDOM

® A chapter of a book on Consecrated Life is entitled:
" Free for the Kingdom or Slaves for Freedom?"
Interesting in its play on words: we are FREE when the KINGDOM of GOD is always and increasingly the dominant
thought; when, in the ranking of values , God's interests give way and become secondary, we begin to walk in the
freedom that enslaves us.
Paul clarifies:
"Christ set us free that we might be free...
stand firm and do not let the yoke of slavery be imposed on you again" (Gal. 5:1).
The freedom we speak of is the gift of Jesus (Lk. 4:18), the Redeemer, is the evangelical freedom we have received
"from him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his Blood and made us a kingdom of priests for his God and
Father" (Rev. 1:5-6).
Our asceticism, Paul says, is to remain free; and John completes: to fulfill our function as "priests of the Kingdom of
God."
Gospel freedom is thus a goal that is always ahead of us, which we can never stop pursuing.

® What commits every follower of Jesus for consecrated life becomes peculiar, absolute. Consecrated men and women
publicly profess their response to a call of radical freedom to serve the Kingdom of God according to their specific
charism. They not only open themselves to the liberation of Jesus, but make themselves available to "preach, like
Jesus, liberation to those who are still captives and slaves."

® THE MOUNT of our FREEDOM is CALVARY, where the Cross of Jesus is planted, calling us to ascend and be
crucified with Him: "Our Bridegroom of Blood wants us to boldly follow the journey to Calvary" (4/25/1850)... "so
that we may have the Ichance to climb up on that beloved cross with Jesus Crucified" (6/15/1841). From that height
we will be able to look at the world with Jesus' eyes, listen to the call for liberation with Jesus' ears to give an answer
with His heart, His logic, His measures of love!

@® Our freedom is in the liberating power of our charism which is the call of the Spirit to serve the Kingdom with
the passion and ways of Jesus the Redeemer.

® Charism, in fact, as the word of the Spirit, is inexhaustible and grows with us to an extent appropriate to the
conditions of the soil offered to the Sower.
The aids are the congregation's own documents (st 4), made the object of study and content for focused prayer.

The slewy goes Thal a pilginy was walking when he passed by one whe locked like a monk. Tearby
men wee working o a slone

~Yow lock like av monk, said the pilgnim.

-7 am, said the monk.

~Whe ane These whe werk al the abbey?

-y menks, said the man. 7 anv the abbdl.

-6h! W'y wondenjul, said the pilgrim. 'y so good lo see av monastewy being buill.
-Demeolishing? Shouled the pilgnim. Why o eanlh?

-Tn erdev le see the sun vise al dawn, said the abbel.



An ASC looks at the One who 1s to become and also at those who, in fidelity to the same charism, have walked the
same path. We are talking about our prayer and our prayerlife. To know the charism is to know the mystery of Jesus'
life that we are called to reproduce, to embody.

Freedom in the Spirit, faithfulness to his gift, can ask this of us and more. The attachment to the past, the attachment
to certain traditions, to what "we have achieved with so much effort" and which sometimes constitutes our pride and
boast, our strength... can be new slavery if it no longer liberates the word of charity even to the point of blood (cf.
Acts AG 1999) and if it serves us and our needs more than those of the Kingdom.

An ASC that the Spirit can constantly conform to its charismatic word is itself the breath of God that continually
sweeps away the clouds that want to cover the sun and its newness of each day.

An ASC that resists the newness of the Spirit becomes a RELIQUY, a boulder that also harms the freedom of
others and the community.

Jesus is nuy seducer,
His Blood is my molivalion, His love nuy
shwengliv (cf. Jev. 20).
T is he who makes wmuy feel like the feel of hinds and o the
heighls he makes me walk (cf. Hab. 3:19).
And whal 7 have lived and experienced and experience, whal 7 have neceived 7 share
willhy yow 36 thal yow alse may know the
ASC CARISTMATIC WORDV and il will make
yow free (cf. Jrv )!

Caterina Ronci ASC
@ peinis fov neflection

Prayev aids
Minutes of July 5, 1835
Rules 1838
Preface rules 1857
Letters: December 6 and 20, 1838

March 6, 1856
June 28, 1841

statute 34 ; LC 28 .
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STEP BACK AND REFLECT

P the finsl Conslilulion:
The Divine Redeemer Jesus Christ, as a triumph of His mercy and a
manifestation of His infinite love for us, deigned to shed all His

precious Blood, the price of salvation and glory, amidst sufferings and
humiliations.

"Iv hiwmph of his mewy,” thal is, se thal grace mighl
hiwmph ovev sin, so thal the grealness of God's mewy thal
the finsh punpese. Then she adds: and "as @ manifestalion of
His infinile love fov us.” Guwv Foundnesy is desovibing Jesus’
E};Eﬁ’]l“‘f[‘l}g%g minsion i ils compleleness: lo express God's measureless love. To
. finally discovev fov uy who God is, lo neveal His essence which iy
L Chanily witheud measune
o In the second period he emphasives the thedogical slalement
and adds lo it the dimension of univewsalily, limelessness and -

Cuore per il mondo

Yes, He gave it all, He gave it for all, and does not cease to give it. For
as a fountain, indeed a life-iving river accessible to all, it flows on and

Heart for the Worle

out for the benefit of all the children of Adam; and He accompanies and

/7%//#1}/0/; 4/‘21;52; .b&//é/my -

follows them in every step of their mortal life in order to sanctify them,
50 as to raise them to eternal bliss.

Now this lowly Congregation of ours, which lives and labors under the glorious title of the Most
Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, must become the living image of that divine Charity with which it was
shed, and of which it was and is sign, expression, measure and pledge.

She makes a poind: she makes sure—she feels the need, the necessily, the uwigency~
lo ponay and eflecl, lo abser and pondev the image of the love thal led Chviish
lo shed blood.

v dlhev words, The mission, the eason why cwyv congreqalion exisls, can be said
i one woud: lo become chanily and nwadiale charily se thal though ws Ged's
Love, exprressed and signified by blood, may be wilnessed and revealed.
Angela Vi Spinile ASC
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Stepping back and reflecting is the binomial carved in
the heart of every Adorer of the Blood of Christ, the
synthesis of a life project delivered to us in the Rule by
Maria De Mattias: This Congregation, which lives and
militates under the glorious title of the Most Precious
Blood of Jesus Christ, makes it necessary that in itself it
portrays and reflects the most vivid image of that
divine Charity with which Jesus shed the Blood and of
which the same divine Blood was and is the sign,
expression, measure and pledge.

In her writings, Maria De Mattias reiterates,
illuminates, deepens, explains, exemplifies portraying
the love of Jesus, contemplating it to the point of being
embodying it and then making it known to all, in order
to enkindle all others with such sweet love; fixing our
gaze on the Crucified Love Jesus, covered with wounds
and Blood, and then, with apostolic haste, inviting
every person, of every age and situation, through a
multiplicity of services, to receive the fruits of
redemption; remain present for a long time in adoring
love before the God of our lives and then make us
recount what we have seen, heard, contemplated,
touched; devote ourselves to prayer, which for Maria is
an work of the heart, and then put love into practice.
Maria, contemplative and mystic, thus guides us to
Jesus and to our dear neighbor with wisdom drawn, as
she herself writes, from the school of the Crucified One.
To look at Jesus, to be with Him for a long time, to be
wounded by the sweet arrow of His love, to have one's
heart stolen, to be impregnated more and more by His
sweet love, to have no rest but in Him, to taste nothing
but Him, to weep and kiss the Crucified One and
nourish the burning desire to love Him and to see Him
loved again by others.

And affections alternate with recommendations in the
Spirit:

Love Jesus, O sisters, love Jesus. Let us always keep Him
in our hearts, minds and tongues. Let us pray for the
reformation of the world. Let us toil for the souls of our
dear neighbor, and then eat be merry and

&
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A COMMENT

content in God. Let us us be holy for Heaven and give
glory to the Blood of Jesus Christ. I weep greatly at the
Lord's feet and say, Oh my Jesus, for your Passion, for the
Blood you shed for me and for all humankind, let me pleas
you in everything. Oh my dear Good, my soul has fallen in
love with you, I want you, come and take possession of my
whole self. At this while I feel my heart break from a
feeling of sorrow of having offended Him, and of love
toward Him. I also remain recollected. I feel a great peace
of heart and a desire to help the dear neighbor. Let our
hearts be filled with zeal for their salvation. Let our
prayers be directed for the salvation of souls. Let us reflect
that a God endured the hard death of the Cross to save
them. He calls on us to help.

To Fr. Giovanni Merlini, her spiritual director, Maria
explains with greater intensity the gift of adoring and
redeeming love that the Spirit delivers to her as the charism
of her congregation. The sight of the Crucifix was to my
heart a sweet arrow that wounded me, and this happened to
me a few times, not just in prayer, but in walking around
the house doing something. At such a moment I could not
hold back tears. I then felt strongy drawn to love Jesus.
One day more than usual I was seized by this fear. there
were so many tears that I shed at the feet of the Crucified
that I felt my heart almost break, and I prayed to Him,
saying that I had fallen in love with Him and that [ wanted
Him always with me. As I did not cease weeping and
praying, in an instant recollection came to me, and there
presented itself to my intellect such a beautiful object which
filled my heart with peace, saying to me these words: Fear
not, I will never abandon you. I also heard Him tell me
that the graces

granted to me, were not for me alone, but for the help of
other souls who cost Jesus Blood and most bitter pains to
the Virgin Mary. I feel pangs of sorrow, seeing so many
indifferent souls.

It would be good for us to go over the words and examples
of Maria De Mattias in this time of great need of God. Like
her, we are called to run to meet human needs to bring
help, but especially to bring Jesus (VC 112). Our
contemporaries call us to be significant witnesses of the
Jesus of whom we are brides in love; they ask us to let our
passion for Jesus, embodied in compassion for our society,
shine through to the observation, curiosity, wonder and
attraction of others.

May Maria herself guide us to make authentic in our person
and genuine in our actions the spirit of this holy work,
which is all about charity...

Love.

Love toward God and toward our dear neighbor.

Caterina Ronci ASC
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in God the Father who in his goodness has called us to bring to fulfillment our
I B E LI EVE baptismal consecration in the following of the Lord Jesus, in a life of adoration that

impels us to apostolic service (LC1).

I B E LI EVE in Jesus Christ, who shed his Blood to free us from sins and reconcile us in love. I believe
that Jesus Christ, who called us as Adorers of his Blood, is the radiant center of our life

in community (LC 6).

in the Holy Spirit who worked powerfully in Maria De Mattias, he continues to pour
I B E LI EVE into our hearts the fullness of charity (LC 2). I believe that he is faithful, and
constantly renews his call by giving us the ability to continue to follow the poor,
virgin and obedient Christ (LC 11).

in the Holy Catholic Church that cooperates with Christ in the redemptive work,
[ BELIEVE

bearing witness to God's love and giving it to others, especially the poor, the oppressed,
and the marginalized (LC 3).

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo

in the New Covenant that is renewed every day in the Eucharist, the Body and Blood of

I B E LI EVE Christ, and that makes us capable of unconditional love and faithfulness.

in the Adorers of the Blood of Christ, in their witness to the love of God that they make

I B E LI EVE known by serving.

I B E LI EV E that every person deserves to be loved, because they are precious in his eyes and filled

with his grace.

ey o i Lills Dellins

That united with Mary Most Holy, woman of the New Covenant, and Maria De

I B E LI EVE Mattias, we are justified in the Blood of Christ to sing his praise and proclaim
merciful love forever. Amen!
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[ BELIEVE

| BELIEVE

| BELIEVE

1 BELIEVE
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I BELIEVE

Heart for the Worl

I BELIEVE

| BELIEVE

| BELIEVE
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WITNESS

"Our common mission in the church," reads No. 3 of the Life Charter, "is to cooperate
with Christ in the redemptive work, bearing witness to God's love and giving it to
others, especially the poor, the oppressed, and the marginalized."

No. 9: "We will never forget that our love for one another in community is itself a
primary apostolic witness."

No.33: "Faithfulness in adoration makes us joyful witnesses to God's compassionate love
and a sign of hope. The ministry by which we cooperate in the redemption of the world
enriches our prayer life."

No. 34: "Our mission, like that of Maria De Mattias, is to witness to the love of God in
our lives and to 'make known to all... the crucified love of Jesus.""

Thoughoul these passages, yow may have ndliced, a key word is vecwvienl: wiliness.
Wilness is one who repods whal he ov she has seerv willv his ¢v hev own eyes and iy
weady lo slake his ov hev life on the quananlee of whal he ov she communicales.

VM described, in inspined werds, the evenl lo which the Adewr beans wilness

slanding promv the myslewy  of the shedding of the Bleod of Jesus Chnisl: she
desovibed the evenl and thew deduced the consequences elaled lo cwv lask.

Ml/ t&stmwm/
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Through the specific work we do in Vietnam, such as
welcoming female students, we have the opportunity to .
cultivate from a young age a vocation to the ASC charism

and the fundamentals of Catholicism.

Teaching catechism, teaching singing to choirs or
participating in prayer groups, visiting and distributing

the Eucharist to the sick... is an opportunity for me to

share the fire of faith and love in my heart, the enthusiasm

to spread God's love, mercy and forgiveness revealed to

humanity through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus

Christ.

Rosa Mink ffien, ASC

4 ?
Our land is Bolivia. We decided to

follow Jesus attracted by the witness
of the Adorers of the Blood of
Christ Sisters working in our land.

DW&PM ase

e e i
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For some years now a community of
Adorers has been established in Laguna
Blanca (northern Argentina), where
poverty is-at-home-and-the obvious -~~~
injustice of the well-to-do is a daily
sisters WOI’kil’lg in my land, I felt the nee I am an Indian Adorer and work as a
to catch the cry of my poor and work t social worker at 'St John's Hospital in
bring-souls to-Jesus. - - Bangalore.
In this work I meet many people who
need everything: food, medicine, etc.
They are often laden with problems at
the family, social and work levels. I am
happy to do whatever I can with the
rength I draw from the Blood of
hrist.

Resamma; ase
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Words, phrases
that associate
me with our
witnesses of
faith and love

To what event is the Adorer called and sent to witness?
What is the mission with which she is committed?
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Passo 10 Step 10

THE BLOOD OF JESUS

The Blocd of Jesus graspy us;
dove, of which this Bleod is an expression-measwie-and pledge moves

us.
Calenvina: Renci ASC

Livegno Zi ov Lucia B Anidven ASC

The Blood of Jesus is the object of our adoration, the Blood with all its meaning and with the message that It reveals:
"The Divine Redeemer Jesus Christ, as a triumph of His mercy and as a manifestation of His infinite love for us,
deigned to shed amidst sufferings and humiliations all His precious Blood, the price of salvation and glory."

The Blood of Jesus is an expression of mercy and love. It was shed with suffering, but it is the price of our salvation
and glory. In the Blood of Jesus the Father, who had already created by loving, expresses His Love most eloquently:

"restores in the present times the beautiful order of things";

"reconciles earth with heaven and heaven with earth."

makes us his children, brothers and sisters to Jesus and,
in Jesus, brothers and sisters to each other.

To enter into this mystery of self-giving and love, an Adorer "will be long present in adoring love before
God" and "will center her prayer on the mystery of redemption worked by the Blood of Christ"; that is,
she will be a woman of prayer in quality and quantity. A prayer of humble, attentive, intense listening to
the Holy Spirit who has received from Jesus the task of revealing truth to us and making us "experience"
Love, a prayer that opens us to the Love of Jesus and that, like His, embraces everyone and everything,
offers itself even ununderstood and unreciprocated, a source of joy and hope, a drive to an industrious
life.

This centrality of the Blood of Christ, fundamental to an Adorer, is equally so for every Christian life.
The relationship with God in prayer, a prayer that is a putting oneself in the school of the Spirit to learn
Jesus and His Love, is the primary attitude for a believer or those who want to become one.

We become Christians when we begin to feel "loved" by God and when, as a result, our lives become an
expression and measure of it-- with gratitude.

Caterina Ronci, ASC

Elewnal, Jalhen, 7 offer yow
The Mesl Precicus Blood, of Jesus Chnish
souls in
puwrgalouy
And, fov the needs of the holy Church.

Amen.
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They sang a new canlicle,, saying, "Yow are wellhy lo lake the book and lo
blocd, pecple from eveuy hiibe, lonque, people and nalion, and yew have made of
then fov owv God @ kingdormy and piesls; and they shall weign o the eanth.”
And 7 saw, and T hearnd The veice of many angels avound the thone, 1 v e
living owealures and eldew; and theiv numbev was nyriads of nyriads and
lhousandy of Theusands. They said wilh a loud veice, "Wodhy is The lamb, whe
was saciificed; lo eccive powen, niches, wisdem, shenglh, honoy, glowy and
pwise.” (Rev. 5:9-12)
Prominent representatives of the angelic world throw themselves to the ground in adoration before the
Lamb and acclaim Him, "You are worthy!"
Truly the entire creation, from the highest spiritual beings down to inanimate creatures, pays homage to
God and the Lamb in a grandiose act of cosmic liturgy. This is an impressive attestation of faith in the divine
dignity of the Messiah Jesus.
In what does the victory consist? In the total offering of his life, the Lamb won for himself from all peoples,
both among the Jews and the Gentiles, a community of the saved, marked by royal and priestly dignity.
With this extraordinary event, of founding a new covenant, deserving of a "new song," Christ showed
Himself worthy to assume the highest possible office, such as to embrace the whole world and the whole of
history.
Christ is able to initiate the decisive and final event in history planned in advance by God and thus bring
to full completion the work of redemption.
the precicus blood of Chvisl, as of a lamby wilhoul blemish and wilhoul spel.
(1 Pel. 1:18-20)
Peter's first letter is almost a baptismal catechesis.
The Apostle calls on Christians to endure with patience, and even with joy, the difficulties of life; even
persecution because of faith in Jesus.
The proposed passage from the song (1:18ff; 2) is the foundational part of this letter and the solid
foundation on which the certain hope of our salvation rests.
The Blood, His Blood: this is the price of our freedom!
It is the mystery of love of a Man-God who becomes a living stone, the cornerstone of our holy Temple; who
calls us out of solitude into the admirable light of fraternity; who continues to give his life for us, today, in
the Church:
The Blood, His Blood: this is the sign of immense charity!
Yet, pride, avarice, lust still lodge in the heart of humankind...
Yet you, regenerated from an incorruptible seed, sometimes allow yourself to be seduced by goods that have
no future; you indulge in compromise by selling out your redeemed dignity.
How can you, saved "dearly," live as a "cheap" Christian?



Hiv equalily wilhy God a thing o be grasped,
TJaking the feuw of a sowanl and

hwmbled himaelf

becoming cbedienl unle dealh

and deallv o a ovess.

gave hinv the name

Josusy

evouy knee should bow bend

in the heavens, on the earth, and undev
the eanth; and lel eveuy longue proclainy
Thal Jesus Chnisl is 1ovd, o the glowy of God the Falher. (Phil. 2:6-11)

"Here my servant will be successful....

He has no appearance or beauty to

attract our glances.... He has

allowed himself to be mistreated,

Without objecting or opening his mouth,

as docile as a lamb led to slaughter. He was

arrested,

tried and convicted;

Has been eliminated from the world of the living" (Is 52:13 and 53 passim).

And Jesus was God!

The person of Jesus frees God from the image men ascribe to him: distant, all-powerful, creator and judge.
Instead, God has the face of man and not the abstract face of an idea, or worse, an ideology.

God is father and mother, he is the one who gives, the one who loves; the one who did not jealously preserve his
dignity but humbled himself

in Jesus and still comes to us ""man among men."

If you want to be a disciple of Jesus you must go against all human logic: to violence you must respond with
love; to hatred you must offer your

forgiveness, to selfishness your solidarity and mercy.

Only then will tomorrow dawn for you with a brighter sun!

Vittoria Tomarelli ASC
Youv faverile Bible passages o the Blood of the Tamb
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Passo 11 Step 11

THAT NEW STYLE
OF LIFE

Letter from Teresa De Sanctis ASC

Live the Divine Blood
Sawrgola Vec. 7, 1852
Veanest, Sislev Agnes
7 amv well as 7 hepeyow are, loo.
7 amv sevuy thal yow may have laken my Tellev badly. 1 wanled lo speak lo yow in crdev le
be able lo wvespond well according lo the Dochine of the Sainls, and 7 amv sevuy thal, having
beerv 3o long wilh yow, we have nevev spoken overv this mallev.

[ mondo

To kinow the lwe vocalion lakes prayev and advice prorm mere sages. T mallew of vecalion,
Angel of lighl. Aboul this peinl 7 would have much o say To yow. Yow will lell me thal eveuy
menchanl discusses his merchandise and, praises il: Thal's good. ‘Bquww7ww/meak/o§mq/£
vocalionw as iff 7 were nol wilhin my Tralilule. So, if 7 were “in the wedd” 7 would have lo =

ore per i

(

Heart for the W

Yinsl, 7 like Recollecliony and Conlenmyplalion.

Second, 7 feel greal discomfoer cowening, lalking wilhy dhers. Meve, 1 do nol have bona
visla, 7 do noel have stenglhv loe wilhsland The conlinucus work of the schools, thevefore 7 amv
nol called fov this TInalilule. 7 would have lo say: fov me il lakes a elveal where 71 can wail
condemplale? A God made Man fov the salvalion of Souls. Mereover, whal has this God-
man done? He worked, swealed everv blood, suffered alwcious lounenls, finally died on a
cwesy. Why? To save owv souls. And, whal does this God comvmand us? To love cwv neighboy
ay cwwelves. And by the love we bring lo cwv neighbev we know, we measuwe the hue love we
bving lo God. So willy this medilalionn whal weuwld 1 have te gain? T} 7 love himy, T would
have lo say and esclve: lel us sacrifice evowylhing and help cwv poov neighbor.
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Thinking back: lo the Tove of Jesus, lo Tis yeanning fov losh souls, how could, 7 sland idly by
and, nol smash the guales, and, deovs and walls, lo come oul and sheul: Come 6 people, and,
w lo love Jesus whe loils, who yeanns, whe dies fov yowy love?

This is whal T would conclude: T thank God’s mency thal He has called, me To this pooy
humble Tnslitule, abandoned by all withoul human help, bul thew is no lack of the divine.
We know well thal, God, prolecls and helpy us inv all The mest difficuld things.

Now il i nob known if it is @ bwe work of God. lalev it will be known, indeed, it will be
known mowe o the final day, lo the confusion of the proud, and, o the glewy of God.

7 wanled lo thank God fov calling me T il, so T can salisfy rmy longing lo help theDean
Neighbov as He planted in my heanl.

7 can ne lengev go on. Pray lo Guwv lady e make yow well awane of whal 7 have wrillen. 7
qeel evowyone. 1 ask $.B. lo Falhev and Mlhen.

Cavmela boughl a handkevchief and an aprron fov hev Melher. She spenl 11 Pacli.
Goodbye. Be happy.
7 amv yoww sislen,

Jeresa de Sanclis

Ye:eyw Q/& gﬂ/w (&, }4 g@

Teresa Francesca was born in Ceccano (Frosinone) on November 27, 1817, the eldest of the
children of Dr. Gioacchino and Maria Valenti. She first met Maria De Mattias in November
1840, in the stop she made in Patrica on her way to Vallecorsa, where she was on her way to
open the school. On her return to Acuto Teresa followed her with Carolina. She made her
profession on November 1, 1857. A woman of contemplative temperament, she loved the
Institute greatly and fully absorbed its charism. Because of her abilities, she was commissioned
to open several new communities-Pescasseroli, Morino, Sgurgola, Rome-San Giovanni, Piglio,
Narni, etc.

Teresa accompanied Maria De Mattias on her last missionary journey to Capranica and remained
close to her until her death. She was general counselor to Carolina Signoretti. Her affection for
Maria De Mattias and fidelity to the charism brought her into conflict with ecclesiastical
authority, which wanted perpetual vows to be issued for the Institute. Neither Teresa nor the
sisters Carolina and Rosa were able to accept this decision, so much so that they preferred to
separate. It was certainly a painful page, but one that took nothing away from her stature as a
faithful and convinced follower of Maria De Mattias. She died in Rome on July 27, 1896, at 70
Via delle Muratte.

(For detailed news see M. COLAGIOVANNI, Ragazzi dell'Ottocento, Roma 1985 e

M. COLAGIOVANNI, Le Quattro evangeliste, Roma 1995).



Passo 11 Step 11

- SIMPLE LIFESTYLE

O 0 O00 O 0 00

O

We will renew in simple and inexpensive ways, enjoying each other's company.

We will respect the beauty and fertility of nature, keeping it clean, clear and vital for those who come
after us.

We will choose simplicity in eating and dressing, remembering that many people go hungry and do not
have sufficient clothing.

We will responsibly use transportation and other means of common use as stewards of the earth's
energy sources, preserving them for future generations.

We will not demand privileges inherent in religious or clerical status.

We will content ourselves with simple care and avoid exaggerated concern about health.

We will properly prepare ourselves for ministry by updating ourselves, developing our talents, and
working to enhance the abilities of others.

We will make community choices about properties, buildings and furniture that radically testify to
simplicity of life and the sharing of goods.

We will ensure fair wages for those who work for us, and as far as we can, we will help fellow workers
get fair wages.

We will examine our motivations inherent in ministry, keeping in mind that reasons of personal gain

and fulfillment are not paramount. Our choice of ministry should reflect a desire to witness to authentic
Christian values.

%1}4/7/0& i Libls PDellins

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo



Passo 11 Step 11

Wake wp lhe wedd!

Reflect prayerfully and  unhwviedly o The proposed
sendences.... Finally, wiile down yowv undewlanding of the
new lifeslyle of the Adewes of the Blood of Chrisl.

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo
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O

Look at this love to the point of having it printed inside.
Become a copy of it

and therefore able to tell the story...

to repeat what Jesus did-to be His Blood today!

“Step back and reflect”

minutes of July 5, 1835: “... to found this pious institute
under the banner of the Divine Blood, since the goal of
this saving bath is the same as the goal of the institute
... and the institute was given the Name: INSTITUTE OF
THE ADORERS OF THE DIVINE BLOOD”.

“a life of adoration that impels us to apostolic service”
LC1

“QOur name, Adorers of the Blood of Christ, expresses our
specific vocation: a community of religious apostles
whose lives are imbued with the spirit of adoration,
contemplative women who glorify the Lord and venerate
his presence in those they serve. Adoration is for us
loving adherence to the Lord, in whom we are made
sharers in the communion of saints.”

“We progress in it when, in every relationship and
circumstance, in our sinfulness and richness of gifts, we
surrender ourselves with Jesus to the Father to the coming
of the Kingdom.” LC 27

Caterina Ronci ASC
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Passo 12 Step 12

THE ECOLOGICAL MINDSET

ECOLOGICAL MINDSET IS NOURISHED BY
FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE.

" THE MINDSET OF FAITH

The mindset of faith makes us realize that our work directed toward the care and preservation of the planet is
embedded in the very work of the Creator who at every moment sustains and maintains all beings in existence. It is the
part we offer as collaboration with the Creator Spirit.

"The light of faith, insofar as it is united with the truth of love, is not alien to the material world, for love is
always lived in body and soul; the light of faith is incarnate light, proceeding from the luminous life of Jesus. It
also illuminates matter, trusts in its order, knows that in it an ever widening path of harmony and understanding
opens up. The gaze of science thus receives a benefit from faith: this invites the scientist to remain open to reality,
in all its inexhaustible richness. Faith awakens the critical sense, as it prevents research from being satisfied in
its formulas and helps it to understand that nature is always greater. By inviting wonder before the mystery of
creation, faith broadens the horizons of reason to better illuminate the world that opens up to the studies of
science." (Lumen fidei, 34)

| THE MENTALITY OF HOPE
The mindset of hope assures us that despite the threats of destruction from all aggression against the earth, a good
future is guaranteed, because the earth belongs to the Spirit. Something about our universe and our humanity has
already been eternalized, in Jesus who died and rose again.

Together with all creatures, let us walk on this earth seeking God, for "if the world has a beginning and was
created, seek him who created it, seek him who gave it its beginning, he who is its Creator." (Basil the Great)

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo

Let us walk in song! May our struggles and concern for this planet not rob us of the joy of hope.

God, who calls us to generous dedication and to give everything, offers us the strength and light we need to
move forward. In the heart of this world there remains ever present the Lord of life who loves us so much. He
does not abandon us, He does not leave us alone, for He has united Himself permanently with our land, and
His love always leads us to find new paths. To Him be praise! (Laudato si! 244-245)

~ THE MENTALITY OF LOVE

The mentality of love leads us to identify more and more with the earth, because love is the great unifying and
interactive force of the universe: the earth feels, loves, thinks through us and by means of us.

Caring for nature is part of a way of life that implies ability to live together and fellowship. Jesus reminded us
that we have God as our common Father and that this makes us brothers. Brotherly love can only be
gratuitous; it can never be compensation for what another accomplishes or an advance for what we hope he or
she will do. This is why it is possible to love enemies. This same gratuitousness leads us to love and accept the
wind, the sun or the clouds, although they do not submit to our control. This is why we can speak of a »
universal fraternity. (Laudato si! 228)
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Maria De Mattias leads us to Christ in the hours of his sacrifice and invites us to take part in it because the
event is eternally open: Christ offers himself so that Redemption has no end, and those who are called offer
themselves with him.

"We bring souls lo the side of Jesus. The Blood of Jesus is all owv hope and is all owv goed. Tel
us fill owv heanly willv counage wilhoul feaning everv dealh, thal He may be seerv al all limes
Angela Di Spirito ASC

Ecospirituality, which for Maria De Mattias is included in the expression "That beautiful order of
things." Inspired Giosy Cento many years ago to write the song
"I would like to be a big tree."

I WOULD LIKE TO BE A BIG TREE MY HYMN TO CREATION

A seed you cast into the heart of a woman that
seed out of love developed

saw its light, took root, and raised its

green to the sky.

Rit. I would like to be a big tree
where everyone makes his nest
Where everyone goes to rest
where heaven feels closer!

And I feel in my heart such new sensations : the
life of creation lives in me,

I feel new light, I cry my peace I will raise

the whole world to heaven.

I feel all life blossoming around me, the

throb of the meadows I feel in me:

The flight of birds, which I feel are my
brothers, always lifts me immensely to the sky.

A sense of infinity gives me anything, I breathe
into creation a great love,

And the sun enters everywhere, even if there is
pain: so I rise smiling to the sky.

Am I aware, deeply, of the Beauty of the garden of creation, of the care that the
Heavenly Father continues to have and of
the responsibility to which I am called?



Passo 13 Step 13

ECOLOGY OF
THE HEART

cnw Maviw De HaZZins

. Vow of poverty: a voluntary choice to consider the goods of the
earth and subjected to the highest good which is Christ.

. Universal value: it benefits not only me, my relationship with
Jesus, but all of creation: all available goods, they are necessary,
vital for the world.

="The beautiful order of things": the restoration of creation and the
human person according to God's original plan; bringing about the
reformation of the world; salvation of souls.

The term was first introduced in 1866 by biologist German Haeckel
THE HISTORY and is derived from two Greek words 0lKOC (oikos) "house" and
AOYOG (logos) "science, discourse."

ECOLOGY

| FROM THE STATUTES

We will live in evangelical simplicity, as individuals and as a community, to grow in poverty of
spirit and to witness credibly to the liberating poverty of Christ in the contemporary world.
[...] We will demand as little as possible for our own needs so that others can enjoy the goods
of the land .

Statutes No. 18

We must all treat goods [...] as responsible stewards, [...] mindful of poverty, recognizing
how important the wise use of our human and natural resources is.
Statutes No. 24

No. 42 reminds us that prayer should help us to grow in social sensitivity and to movig into
situations in which we witness our concern for the poor, the marginalized, the weak and our
willingness to be involved in courageous action on their behalf.
Statutes No. 42
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Passo 13 Step 13

- HOW THE ECOLOGY OF THE HEART OPERATES:

t‘ recovers our inner drive to value and love nature, to respect it, to defend it, to guard it;
‘~ develops our capacity for coexistence, for listening to the message that all beings send
\‘ with their presence, through awe at the universe in its complexity, majesty and
grandeur;

’~ strengthens our positive energies so that we may be able to cope successfully with the
W burden of existence and the contradictions of our culture;
’ promotes the development of that magical dimension that makes visions, insights,
t} dreams, and creativity present in us;

\ opens us to the original cosmic dynamism that advances everything to higher levels of

W reality and life;

‘~ makes us consider it important, together with work, to find time for study, reading,
\‘ reflection, to find space for gratuitousness along with efficiency, with productivity to

care for the dimension of human relationship;

‘5 helps to make one sensitive to the inter-relationship of all beings;
W
‘~ encourages us to develop a kind of relationship that allows for fruitful dialogue

\‘ without creating imbalance;

‘~ sets the conditions for a society focused on life and the joy of living, on concrete humanity
\‘ with its quests, successes and losses, and on the ability always to learn from everything and

to be able to transcend everything to move toward the great dream of the heart, which is

\J
|
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perfect integration, personal, cosmic and divine.
Angela Di Spirito ASC

We are craftsmen by nature. What we learn we {
transfer from our heads to our hearts through \
our hands. (Brené Brown)

&
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Passo 13 Step 13
@ peints fov reflection

T the condeal of eco—spinitualily, how.de yow lake care of
inlewnal and exlewnal, ecology? - youn

“.1

INTERNAL ECOLOGY:(ATTITUDES)

O o Hd

EXTERNAL ECOLOGY: (ACTIONS)

HEE NN

:
|
§
:
|
E
!

DDDDD§

42

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo



Passo 14 Step 14

ADORATION

a/ The PBlsod 0/ CheioZ

From the letters of Maria De Mattias:

"] alse and thoughifully ecorrimend lo hew lo welveal fromy lime lo lime inlo solilude lo pray
hearlily and will lively failhv lo cwv good Jesus fov The grace lo kinow how To deal well wilhy
hev neighbov fov theiv and cwv salvalion” (5/22/18649).

"Ll us pray much. Tup lo keep silence inv orvdev le be ecollecled in God and le
prepare yowuelves fov the grealev good of the neighbev. lel yowv corwersalions
be holy, bul lo be holy cne musl have the heanl filled wilhy @ twe love of God,
weading” (7/20/1864).

The Constitution insists many times on this attitude of inwardness. It indicates the means that guarantee this
integrated and unified life, continually helps us to reflect and check our balance, and not to identify with our

”l&deepml&kughﬂuiowvmmmmwaﬁmmww kmumg/bq/[amfv
life, prayen, suffering and deth/ ave wwilalions Lo pwdmpal@ in
edemplive mission of Jesus.” (10 35)

roles,

Pope Francis' word is also constantly very clear in this regard:

Consecraled life, if il vemaing sleadfasl i the love of the 1ovd, sees beauly. TV
sees Thal povenly iv nol a lilanic effed, bul a highev preedom, which gives us
God and chew as the hwe tiches. T sees Thal chaslily is nol an auslere
slenilily, bul the way lo love wilhoul pessessing. T sees U v a 1 cbedience is nol
discipline, bul viclowy cvev cwv ananchy in the slyle of Jesus” (Pepe Fancis,
Homily, Feb. 1, 2020).

"Prayer iv always velwwing le the finsl call. Any prayer, pevhapy a prayev in need, bul
il iy always lo velwwy lo thal Pevsorv whe called me. The prayev of a consecvaled man, of
a consecvaled weman is le vellww e The 1ovd whe inwiled me Te be cdose Te Him. Te elwwy
lo Himv whe locked me in the eyes and said, "Come. leave evewlhing and come” Eveuy
prayev is lo velwuy lo the smile of the finsl sleps.”

" in the molhen, it is the relaining wall of consecraled life.” Wilhoul poverly

"enlening inle palience”: il i an allilude of evewy consecralion, ranging
pronv the lillle lolevances, prom the lillle gestunes of smiling when 7 feel like
saying bad words..., up lo the sacnifice of self , of life... Bul nol only palience
Cavwing the problems, the sufferings of the wold on cwv.shoulders.

43
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Passo 14 Step 14

- ADORATION OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST CAN ONLY BE THE ADORATION
O F ALL LIFE:

@ O 0O O

O

O

the living space of the true believer who feels that he or she dwells in God's house, the world, "to
cultivate and care for it" (Gen. 2:15), namely, respect for the creation that came out "good from
God's hands and that "cherishes the hope that it too will be delivered from the bondage of
corruption and enter the freedom of the children of God" (Rom. 8:20-21);

love for people, roommates in God's house, the world, love for all living, created "very good from
God and brought back to this goodness through Jesus, already saved in hope" (Rom 8:24);

interest in the social, the political, that is, life within history and concrete situations, because hic
et nunc(here and now) is the place and time in which redemption is to be accomplished and the
Kingdom of God extended;

openness to the near and far, to the equal and the different, to the good and the bad, for in the
Blood of Jesus "there is no longer slave or free, Jew or Greek, man or woman so that all may be
one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28);

redeemed by his Blood from every tribe, tongue, people and nation" (Rev. 5:9); the overcoming of
life's dichotomies: "Whether you eat, whether you drink, whether you do anything else, do
everything for the glory of God...not seeking your own benefit, but that of all so that they may
come to salvation" (1 Cor. 10:31, 33);

Christian love that comes from knowing the Blood of Jesus and changes our life, making it
evangelical, Christian;

the conscious and responsible, industrious and tenacious journey toward "the beautiful order of
things," the full and final redemption in which "the Blood of Jesus will fill heaven and earth," in
which there will be "a new heaven and a new earth" (Rev. 21:1) and the world will once again be
"the garden" in which "God will walk in the breeze of the day" (Gen. 3:8) in the company of His
creatures: He will dwell with them and they will be His people and He will be the God-with-them
and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there will be no more death, no more mourning,
no more crying, no more sorrow..." (Rev. 21:3-4).

Caterina Ronci, ASC

Yowr definilions of whal The
adevalion of the Blood, of Chrish
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Passo 15 Step 15

ORATITUDE

Live the Blood of Jesus Chrisl

consumed when il was the Convumunily of 18 ov 20 pecple ondy, is consumed now thal
we are 29, induding siv men, ameng the Buicklayew, Carpenleww and werkew lo
whon the expenses ane made. 7 canncl hold back leans of lendewess. 6h! how good
Chiisl griows meore and mere. And whal iy adminable, thal all have encugh feed, and
chanily., Pwaise and bless God al all limes. The sick are bellov. We thank Ged willy
all owv hearls. Cuosses ane nol lacking, bul 71 lake comfo in Jesus Chrial....

Acule May 27, 1856

Gratitude is the recognition of the gift received, the appreciation of this gift. It is an inner feeling. It is also a
joyful, communal, that is, ecclesial celebration of the redemption wrought by Jesus in his Blood.

6 lowd, my Geod, whal will 7 vendev lo yow fov all the good things yow have
beslowed orv me? 1 will lake the cup of salvalion and inveke the villue of this bleed.

All Scripture resounds with this blessing to God for Jesus, for "the Lamb who was slain is worthy to receive
power and riches, wisdom and strength, honor, glory and blessing" (Rev. 5:12).

The attitude of gratitude, celebration, and celebration of the gift received from Jesus' suffering is at the heart of
an Adorer’s vocation, but it is equally so for every Christian. The Christian who does not celebrate the joy of
redemption in his or her heart and in the manifestations of life and relationship with others is an unbeliever or
fearful as the apostles and disciples were before the resurrection experience. The Christian standing still at the
tomb of Jesus is a dangerous pessimist who increases the sadness and suffering of the world, because he interrupts
the chain of love that Jesus instead charges us to transmit and diffuse: "Mary, go to my brothers and tell them, I
am going up to my Father and your Father" (Jn. 20:17).

With Jesus the true feast has entered the world, and those who welcome him, those who let the Spirit reveal him to
their hearts, witness by their hope and action.
Caterina Ronci ASC
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Passo 15 Step 15

Gnee , a leachev made a black dol in The cenlev of a beauliful while sheel of papev and
then showed, il lo The sludenlys.

"Whal do yow see?” he asked.

A black spol!” they eplied in chows.

"Yow have all seenv the black spol thal is liny,” neleved the leachen, "and ne one has seen
lhe big while sheel.”

Lfe in a senies of momenls: e succesy lies inv living theny all. Don'l sk lesing the big
while papev lo chase a black speck.

Because the big while papev is yowv island, and it’s vighl in frond of you!

This is how pecple are: capable only of secing lhe black spols, They canndl recognize lhe
immense while sheel thal) is theiv life. All of us should be, inslead, awane thal despile the
black spoly of cwv exislence There is, though hidden, a beauliful while sheel, a symbol of
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Passo 16 Step 16

THE SPIRIT OF THE
CONGREGATTION

T co 2O o ﬂ/}yuf

7 hope they are of these Dudy called by the 1ovd, who wholehearledly wanl To Toil
fov theiv own and dclhews’ sanclificalion. 71 believe thal U.5. has made known lo
Thin word we have cavwed i owv minds and heands; 1 say Chanily, Chanily le God
and lo owv dearv

28.06.1841

Charity in relation to the Precious Blood
Maria in her faith sensed that the Blood of Jesus is the greatest sign of God's love, and for her the only way to
respond was through love.
v pardicular lell The candidales thal theve is much lo suffev i evdev lo brng this
hely wndedaking loe an end fov the glowy of the Divine Bleod, bul in this Dwe
Chanily shines fodh: in suffering fov love of Himv whe has suffered so much fov us.
For Maria De Mattias, love is expressed not only in words, but with life, with a commitment to the good of the
dear neighbor, with a readiness to suffer and suffer for love.

Tende love, lendev love, greal love fov Jesus and lo save souls fov Jesus.
08.08.1862

When one examines the Blessed One's collection of letters, it is evident that she used the term love and charity in
the same sense. This sense is found in the New Testament when the term "agape" 1s used: that is, personal love,
wanting the good of another, love given freely, without reward.

Maria De Mattias: a woman all about love

Maria was in love with Jesus, passionate about Jesus Crucified, who made her share in his adoring love
toward the Father and his redemptive love toward all God's people, redeemed by his Blood. Jesus
flooded Maria's heart, with the gift of the Holy Spirit, thus giving her the ability to love God and her
dear neighbor with a truly extraordinary love.

The Saint's love was based on God's love for her because God first loved us. She, deeply aware of Jesus' tender
love for her, narrates her first experience of the Lord in these terms:

whal meved me mee lo love Gwy 1ovd was Hin greal love lowarnd me fov bearing
wilhy me s6 much, and because 71 saw i Himv one whe was so beauliful.
Gclohev 1855
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ID CARD

MARIA DE MATTIAS

ADORER OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

Her greatest fear

Losing Jesus because of sin

Her dominant ambition

Making Jesus known and saving souls that "cost him
blood’

Her favorite ejaculatory

Rescue your children, O Lord, whom you have
redeemed with your Precious Blood.

Eternal Father, | offer You the Precious Blood of Jesus
in atonement for my sins, in suffrage for the souls in
Purgatory and for the needs of the Holy Church

HER RULE 0 FLIFE Her patrons and advocates

Holy Mary, St. Joseph, St. Francis Xavier,
.. . . S. Gaspar del Bufalo, St. Catherine of Siena
God in view Jesus in practice

Her favorites

S e . The poor and marginalized
Life in Life in sacrifice
Her attitude in adversity and persecution

HER FOUNDAMENTAL Silence, resignation, joy of being assimilated into

Christ.
DEVOLUTION

of the Blood of Her prominent characteristics

Jesus Love of the Cross
Trust in Divine Providence
Abandonment to God’s plan

HER FAVOURITE SUBJECT Peace of heart

Adoration

OF CONTEMPLATION Reason for her "Contagious Influence"
Personalholiness, zeal, tirelessness, simple
The goodness and mercy of God and passionate speech

The Passion of Jesus and
the sorrows of Mary Most Holy.

HER PLACE OF REFUGE

The Crucifix

HER STRENGTH AND SUPPORT

Inculcated virtues
Humility, charity, prayer, obedience

Attitude toward the Sisters

Love and firmness in demanding generous
dedication to souls

Her insistent exhortation

The Blood of Jesus, and Mary Most :gilohv;oiesus, to become holy, to toil for the dear

Holy. Making sure that the Blood is not shed in vain.

HER MOST ARDENT DESIRE Her mission

e Collaborating with Jesus in the work of
Redemption
. . . e Promoting women at all stages of their lives
Pleasing Jesus in all things o Integral growth of the person: youth and adults



MY RULE OF LIFE

MY FUNDAMENTAL DEVOTIOIN

MY FAVOURITE SUBJECT
OF CONTEMPLATION

MY PLACE OF REFUGE

MY STRENGTH AND
SUPPORT

MY MOST ARDENT DESIRE

ADORER OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

My greatest fear

My dominant ambition

My favorite ejaculatory

My patrons and advocates

My favorites

My attitude in adversitiy and persecution

My prominent characteristics

Reason for my "Contagious Influence”

Virtues inculcated

Attitude toward the Sisters

My insistent exhortation

My mission

ID CARD



The ardor of her love was expressed in her intense desire to love more and more (adoring love)...

In the process of Maria De Mattias' cause for beatification, Sr. Rosa De Sanctis testifieded that she had the room
next to the saint’s for a time, and that "you could hear her singing love for Jesus.... I heard her more t h a n once
repeat over and over: 'lovable Jesus, Jesus..." it was an outburst of love, an outpouring of love."

As for Jesus in his adoring love for the Father, so for the saint the most authentic expression of her love was the
conformity of her will to that of the Lord, her total readiness for whatever He wanted, the total availability of her
whole being.

MDM's love for Jesus is radical; it is total.

and 7T will nel find perfecl peace unless He lakes il all.
Seplembey 21, 1842.

Maria's love is paschal, it is a love of predilection. A love open to insult, open to the cross. This is the true nature
of love: if we open ourselves to the other's love, we risk being hurt, offended. One can avoid such offense by not
loving at all, or by loving in a limited way. Jesus' love for us and for his Father was an Easter love, a love of
predilection, especially in his humanity. He risked insult, suffering, rejection, hatred, even death on the cross, even
to the point of shedding the last drop of his blood. Maria felt her heart literally "wounded" by Jesus' love.

6! whal a greal honev le die a vidinw all conswmed wilhy unalloyed love, poured oul
in the winepress of the ovess.”

May 21, 1850

Very often in her letters Mary speaks of God's tender love for us, and how we are to love others tenderly. Mary
shared Jesus' tenderness for the Father and His tender love for us sinners. In loving Him she found her joy.

Her love toward others was paschal, it was a love of predilection; she accepted suffering that she knew well came
from love and service; she loved them with patience; she loved them with a love that forgives as Jesus loves us
sinners.

Maria De Mattias' love for others was tender, warm, and deeply personal.

From the testimony of Sr. Caterina Pavoni:

A lady came lo ask fov help. Since she had ne shoes she could nel go loe work, se she
wenl, lo econumend hewelf lo the Blessed Gne, whoe aflev giving hev whal she had,
wilhoul shoes, they asked whal she had done wilhy Then. Mawy explained, "7 do nel
need U ¢ leave the house and can do wilhoul shoes, 3o T gave then le a poov weman
whe needed thenv lo go and eawv hev bread.



Add youv invecalions lo




Passo 16 Step 16

"VDuwning thal lime 1 was i Acule,” says Sv. Calerina Pavoni, "ill happened thal @
nu amived: one evening and thene was ne blankel fov hev bed. The Foundress,
nelicing, withoul saying anylhing lo anyone, divided hev blankel, giving half of il lo
complained lo hev peinding oul thal she had wined a blankel Thal way. To which she
weplied, "Indeed, we have in thal way used all thal pad of The blankel which,
hanging pron the sides of the bed, remained useless! ”

What Maria De Mattias wrote from Picinisco to the local community in Vallerotonda seems to sum up her
abiding concern:

fleeling lime. el all sclicilude be lo love Jesus; thal is all fov us, Jesus in the hea,
Jesus i v the mind, Jesus inv the soul, Jesus onv the lonque, Jesus in the werks.
June 18, 1860

In the saint Jesus lived out his adoring self-giving to the Father in love. And in her, Jesus continued to embrace
others with his tender and redemptive love.

The challenge for us Adorers today is to be open to the same Spirit of God, to ask for this charism for each other
and for ourselves, so that the Spirit can transform us too and, whoever meets us can experience Jesus who loves
the Father in us with his adoring love, and through our hearts, loves others with his same tender and redeeming
love.

Angelita Myerscough, ASC

sainh Mariaw Ve Mallias, called by the Spinil To wilness in The Chwwch lo The love of The
cwcified and glevified lamb, we pray lo yow fov the Adevews scalleved Uhoughoul The
wold:
), Dlake thaw prayeful, adeing wemen whe know how lo bring theiv lives back lo the
@ loving presence of the 1ovd each day;

), make them sheng and genlle women, sensilive Lo eceive the voice of Chnisl and inv il eveuy
@ veice, evouy silence of hwman anquish;

), make them failhjul and, enlhusiastio wemen i living Theiv charisnv i newness inv The

life. Women who know how lo bring all things legelhev in God's saving plan: Jesus Chnisl,
cwcified and nisenv Iond.

Amen.

(: make themv hwmble and peov wemen willing lo leawv Promv eveny pevsony and eveuy evenl of
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Passo 16 Step 16

The word addressed to us by John Paul II:

"Youv Congregalion was bowv of U v e intepid failhv and missionany ardev of
lwe greal souls [Gaspar del Bufale and Mariaw Ve Mallias] whe, laking as
theinv model The Gne whe brughl, aboul the neconcilialion belween God a v d
maw by "becoming chedienl unle... deallv onv av cvess” (Phil. 2:5-11), grasped
in the spinilualily of the Blood of Chnisl The high wad lo lead thei blhews
and sislews lo God and arouse in theny @ mere inlense awarnenesy of the
v pardicwlar, yowv Foundness fell called lo suppol willy the niches of the
feminine genius the happy proclamalion of The edemplive efficacy of the Blood
of Chnisl. Willhy this i mind, she gave vise le a new Religious Family thal, in
nmneamth{mlqw would/wﬂedquewmmg/[b’vmmmal/mhmluw
An andenl myslic and passienale wemar of aclion, Mariaw Ve Mallias,
lhough hev lineless work epened new avenues fov the presence of women in the
Vearesl sislens, considev the vocalion of Adcrens of the Blood of Chrisl as av
of the covenanl made in the precicus Blood of Chnisl.”
Johw Paul 79, To the Adevews of the Bleod of Chnist, July 5, 1999

May the Spirit grant to us Adorers of the Blood of Christ, and to those who are attracted to and
involved in our spirituality and mission, to resemble more and more the holy Foundress, to actualize
TODAY the gift she received and passed it on to us with the wisdom of her life and teachings, to
contribute with her zeal to the coming of the beautiful order of things that the great Son of God, with
His divine Blood came to establish on earth.
Caterina Ronci ASC

st. Marviaw Ve Mallias, a shong and
cowragecus womany, Adever-Apesile of the Bleod
of Chuist, yow followed i the [oolsleps cf The
Lod Jesus i communion withh God and in
boundless love fov youv brothers and sislens.
Ask The Talhev, thwough Chwish inv the Foly
Spinil, thal his will be dene i us, thal ewy
desines be pulfilled and that, thwugh the
powev of the precicus Blood of Jesus, peace,
preedonmy and leve be granled To all pecple.

Amen

Heart for-the World\ Cuore per il mondo



PRORHECY

"The purpose of Religious Life is not survival, but prophecy....

It is the Spirit's gift to the Church to actualize the Gospel vine through time in bold and tangible ways. It is a
grace in a concrete temple, a firestorm in a winter horizon.... The strength of religious life is not number, but
quality; it is not doing as in an assembly line, but substance.

It is a sentinel on the walls, a trumpeter at dawn,

A lamplighter at night,

a candle on a distant hill" (Chittister).

"You religious men and women are called to witness in the present what you have seen in the future. You have
not come from the past, but are witnesses who have come from the future, to tell of God's unseen ... you are not
the notaries of the status quo, but prophets of the new future, of new heavens, new lands. God invites you to be
prophets..." (Tonino Bello).

When Religious Life is what it says it is and does what the Spirit has sent it to do, it is prophecy, that is: voice of
Another, Hands and feet, mind and heart lent to God!

The ASC adds to these "loans" the BLOOD!

An Adorer of the Blood of Christ, personally and communally, is prophecy when she is the ASC Charism; when,
freed and liberated, conformed to Jesus the Redeemer, she continues his work, "striving with all the strength and
with all the means proportionate to her vocation" (Pref. Rule 1857), "to free the world from sin and reconcile it
in love" (LC 2).

An ASC, personally and communally, is prophecy if she lives charismatic fidelity to history, having agreed to
"give back" to Jesus her own blood, to contribute to the "reformation of the world." This entails a careful, open
daily journey, because the Spirit may ask us for a bloody heroic gesture, but it certainly asks us:

to think, judge, love, and act like Jesus; to "venerate " each person as a chalice of the Lord's Blood; to help
everyone gain or deepen awareness of his or her preciousness because we have been bought at a "high price."

to involve us in the life of the world with the same passion as Jesus.... He so loved the world that He took a body
like ours and lowered Himself into our situation.

to feel that we are strangers to nothing and no one; to pray insistently and Christianly for every people and
nation;

to make concrete gestures of reconciliation and peace, not to tire of recounting God's suffering, generated by
His love, for the violation of the work of His hands in any place and manner; to never lay down the freedom
and parousia of the Gospel;



to turn every apostolic service into a channel of the BLOOD that washes away sin, restores dignity, drowns
injustice, makes peace, "restores the beautiful order of things"!

An ASC, personally and communally, is prophecy when others also, in some way, identify her with Jesus the
Redeemer, when, in some way, they identify her life with the EASTER STORY of the Lord Jesus and are
seduced, amazed, questioned, placed in the situation of admitting: before I knew Jesus the Redeemer by hearsay,
now, after reencountering with this Adorer, with this community of Adorers of the Blood of Christ, my eyes

see! (cf. Job).

Our prophecy is dynamic memory, existential re-presentation of the mystery of the Blood, "shed with so much
pain and so much love, all,

for everyone,

every day anew" (MDM).

"Jesus, one day, mel a genewus man whe wanled lo follow him... He had kepl The
commandments prom the lime of his youllhy and wanled lo do a few mere things. Jesus showed hinv
This pag,e so mysleniow,s is of divine wisdom, thewefore pevennial. T iv a sad page, bul il says the
udhv aboul the meaning of a call le a special following.

conwiclion thal ene has neceived a gifl lo discover, the conwiclion of being inleduced, by the goedness
of the 1ovd, mee inlimalely inle the myslewy of his love.

The Spinil’s call le cuwv ASC comuwmunily loday, as yeslenday, iv a v expression of ils faithfulness lo
adowed hev. Bul neilhev does The Spinil debase hev gifl, educe il, ov modify il, because hev gifl is a
This cedainly iv a shwng appeal lo owv responsibilily as feunalow, lo owv discowumen... an
chanisma.... T is He whe elicily the esponse and nol owv shvewdness, owv skill, owv words!

The Gospel epincde quoled i clear: il is nol the ideal thal has lo adapl lo cwv weakness, bul il iy the
one called who is coweded lo the ideal...”

Calevina Roncir ASC

@ peints fov neflection
My vesponse:




Passo 18 Step 18

WOMAN OF THE NEW
COVENANT

..5he conlinued wilhy hev vanilies lo lingev @ 5,
WL(]/WMW”’WWUW’D[&WM}/”WDW
Thewe was o beauliful Image of Mawy Mesl
Holy. Gflenn she would wwv glance al il, and
fell hev saying - Come lo me - and she would
say, Cwv lady help me; and she would queel
hev wilthy & Hail Many. She began lo lake a |
liking lo visiling thal deav Tmage, and ofler mw
wend lo lingev al hev holy feel, leaving lhe
mimvwey, bul nol always. She began lo feel a |
codain  affeclion fov this deav Image. She could, |
nel be withoul it. When she lefl, il vemained in il ¥
hev so vividly in hev heal, and she could nel k :

wail, lo welww. She gueally enjeyed the spinilual
discounses of hew falhen.She asked

hinv aboul how she should pray lo theMadenna, and he said, say, Holy Mawy give me lighl. —
Heov falhev added Thal she had o pray wilhv all hev head. She would go before the Tmaqge, and, :
umulctupeal?liwala@wwsmmmmm She was nevev happy, however, because il did nol seermy
lhe Blessed Vingin hewelf began lo insbucl he. awwu@mmmmo;mww wlww\
she laughl hev, eproving hev fov hev vanilies, showing le hev hev dearv Son, mmdwmalwhm~
lo be loved by the souls boughl back by Him willhv His Precious Blood. She was wmhlm/&umvm
hev eyes fined o the deav Tmage. Full of lears, and evowy now and then she would say, Mawy
help me. She could only wead a few lellews of the owss-slilch. [Canvas on which ginls embwidened,
in owess~slilch, The lellew of the alphabel]. Gne day she lock a book, and il was by Sl. Alphonsus
Maniaw Ligueni. She came upon a prayev lo The Blessed Vingin and ovied oul, 6hv 1 can read This
7n'mq@ WW@WWMWWWMWWWW hembling she

cvied and lwwned le The Blessed Molhev saying

- Mawy help me, make me bwuv wilh The love
of Jesus, and fov Yow. Tell me whal 7 have lo
de lo please yowv son, and lthen she showed hev
Calvay and lhe Cwss, inwiling hev ascend.
Tvembling all ever, she prolested, 6h! God T amv
was lo deniy hewself evenv lawful pleasures, and
lo lock different in The eyes of The World. She
wanled lo hide evewlhing in The secvel of hev
comfoled hev by lelling hev, Do nol be afraid,
7 will help yow.

Fuorw the lellev of Manias Ve Mallias lo Ve Giovanni: Wenlini, Vecember 7, 1855
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Passo 18 Step 18

WOMAN OF THE NEW COVENANT as a title immediately suggests Mary's
multiple relationships with the Blood of the New Covenant:

oA She, as the earthly mother of Jesus, is his humanity

She offers her Son to the Father in adoring love, with Him, to the
point of the outpouring of His Blood to establish the New Covenant.

She is the one in whom, more than anyone else, the fullness of the fruits of the
Blood of Jesus is realized. Already in her immaculate conception the holiness of
the New Covenant is poured into Mary by the Holy Spirit. Hers is the first
""new heart' promised for the New Covenant. In her Assumption we see how
the Blood of the New Covenant eventually obtains the

fullness of redemptive glory for our hearts as well.

Mary, with her powerful intercession and love, continues to be present with the
whole Church on earth, while the Blood of Christ in the Eucharist is
continually offered on our altars and received by the faithful in the chalice of
salvation, for the edification of the people of the New Covenant in a
communion of love.

In heaven Mary is the first of God's royal and priestly people, washed in the Blood of the Lamb, who forever worship
and give thanks to the Lamb who stands as if immolated in unceasing praise!

This title is such that it embraces the many titles used by Maria De Mattias to refer to Mary, her multifaceted
relationship of

devotion to her: "Mary Most Holy," "our Heavenly Mother," "Comforter of the Afflicted," "Our Lady of Sorrows,"
and "My

Deliverer."

The title "WOMAN OF THE NEW COVENANT" seems very comprehensive for what it suggests for our devotion.

The title "woman" includes, as Paul VI points out (Marialis cultus, 36) the role of Mary as Virgin, Mother and Bride.
It suggests the various aspects that our devotion to Mary must have:

Trust in her intercessory role (as our mother), as the one who intercedes for us so that we can truly
experience an intimate union with God, to which we are called as members of the New Covenant people of
God.

Love for Mary, as the one who loves us and to whose love we respond. She is, like us, a "woman" created as such by
God. She is one of us, close to us. She has experienced what we experience. She loves us with a woman's heart.

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo



Passo 18 Step 18

Mary is model, prototype, inspiration for our lives. In her we see the Law of the New Covenant, written in
her immaculate heart, the law of love lived in its fullness. Reflecting on her relationships with family,
neighbors, friends, enemies, (e.g., on Calvary), oppressors, we are enlightened and drawn to deliver
ourselves as she did, in obedience to the law of love.

We see reflected in her life the great code of the New Covenant, proclaimed by Jesus in the Sermon on the
Mount.

In Mary we see what it means to be faithful to the life of the Paschal Mystery, what it costs, how it is possible,
and what rewards it brings.

To honor Mary is to praise and worship God; by honoring her as the "Woman of the New Covenant" we
worship the God of the covenant, who reveals himself to us through her. As the "Woman of the New
Covenant" Mary leads us in covenant, in adoration.

This title suggests all the reality in the charism of devotion to Our Lady given by God to Maria De Mattias, and
through her, to all of us.
Maria Iometti, ASC

' il fov veflecli e «

Mawy Mesh Hely, weman of The New Covenanl and the
finsl adevev of the myslowy of Chwisl’s Blood, shows us how
le live in adewalion and sewice. She is clese le us, as melhev
and piend, and inlewcedes fov us as we follow Christ in his
Paschal Mystew. 1C 4

The Vingin Many, whe lived in cbedience lo The lovd and
and inv simplicily among God'’s poe, shows us how lo live

among clhew.
wn

%&&71&0’ i vv fweciw B Qudven ASC

P
LY

N
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Passo 19 Step 19

HOPE

‘ 7 have placed my hopes in The menils of the Wesl Precious Blood of Jesus Chrisl, and
W 7 hope nel lo be confused. He is The one, whe gives me thiv greal desine lo help my
sinnensy will be heandily corwenled o God. Trv thin Inslilule they will always find all the

help they need al all limes... (Auqusl 29, 1838).

Lel us animale cwwelves wilhy Zeal, and fill cuv hearls willhy Chanily fov the honev of the
Blessed God. el us bring souls lo the side of Jesus. The Blood of Jesus is all owv
Hope, and is all owv good. Blood shed willv s6 much pain, and wilh s much love fov
owv elewal salvalion. el us fill owv headls wilhy Counage fearning nol evernv deallv thal
He may be seenv al all limes glovified, blessed, and loved by each cnel... (Teb. 19, 1853)

Hell, ballles wilh thal, soul lo lovify and, pighlen, hev. She holds on because of hew hope
i Jesus Chnisl. She always busls in The Blood, of Jesus Chnish (June 18, 1856).

Togelhev we go fowand inv hope (10 5).

Av a congreqalion we ane Lo bean wilness in hepe and joy o the living presence in ouv
wold loday of Chvisl’y adeving and edeeming love. (10 22).

We will be sensilive lo the needs and suffenings of clhew, helping themy though owy
sowice loe welcome inv hope the preciousness of theiv owss thal healy and gives life (10
25).

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo

lke Plaria Ve Mallias we will deepenv cwv failh and hope Uveugh loving
cordemplalion of the paschal myslewy (10 26).

Awane thal growlh loward the fullness of love (...) is a lifelong jowwey, we will respond
willv cowraqge, hope, and failhjulness in prayev (1 31).

Yidelily in aderalionn makesy us joyful wilnesses of God's merciful love and a sign of
hepe (1C 33).
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Passo 19 Step 19

I would like to be challenged, together with you, by this word: Hope. Where and

how to look for hope?

From the proposed speeches, some basic cores emerged clearly, around which we can build a life of hope. I share
with you some of them:

hope resides in God the Father who has loved us, who loves us and will continue to love us until the end, until
the full fulfillment of our life. Hope, in the truest sense, is a relationship with the One who is the source of life
and eternal life. If we are in relationship with the One who does not die, who is Life itself and is Love itself, then
we are in life."

hope 1s given to us by Jesus, who always speaks my personal name with love and also our collective name as
Adorers of the Blood of Christ, making himself known, seen, touched in ever new ways. He renews our invitation
to follow him as he walks beside us, speaks to us, breaks the bread of sharing and urges us to go to the least of
these;

hope is the fire of the Blood of Christ that revives our faith and makes our charity vibrant. Maria De Mattias

had placed all her hope in the merits of the Blood of Christ, even amid fears and uncertainties, temptations and
betrayals, distrust and loneliness, amid travails of all kinds and human disappointments. The Blood of Christ,
implored constantly, prayed with faith, received with abundant graces, gives wings to fly, to look far, to go
beyond the obvious. In the Divine Blood, Maria De Mattias, finds courage, boldness, resourcefulness, and the
ability to take risks in order to carry out, at any cost, the great project of the reform of the world, willed by God
from the beginning;

hope is to remain faithful to the Constitution and thus to the ASC vocation.... Each of us is responsible for
constant fidelity to the vocation that has united us as Adorers of the Blood of Christ. Keeping the fire of hope
alive means being faithful to the charismatic identity, to the grace of our vocation as a place of prophecy and
proclamation. Let us ask for ourselves and for each other the grace of fidelity.

hope for us ASCs is a Paschal identity, marked by Christ's death and resurrection. “Who then will separate
us from the love of Christ? Perhaps tribulation, anguish, persecution, hunger, nakedness, danger, the
sword? But in all these things we are more than conquerors by virtue of him who loved us ” (Rom 8:35, 37).
Far from us all kinds of resignation, discontent, sadness, fear for tomorrow, lament, murmuring.
Existential participation in Christ's paschal mystery is our victory and our hope;

,  hope is realized in the path of following Jesus poor, chaste and obedient.
A sapiential and faith-based reading of our reality will be able to foster
the choice of concrete life paths so that ASC life-personal and communal-
will regain vigor and momentum for a more evangelical and meaningful
lifestyle.

Silvana Crolla ASC

6 Yalher, whe chese Saink Marnia Ve Mallias and
love of ‘Jesus Cwucified, whe died and rese again fov ouv
salvalion, oblain fov us, thwough hev inlewession, lo
follow hev example fov the good of ouwv brthens and

Amen
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wadow;eemuo&
I'wpeaml/whwva/ww)w

mlhewmg/y
- Whal ov whe gives yow hope;
- Think of these whe give hope, these whe

Te

pul on wings.

Nwwmgw‘ldutrwbhdpap’wml/ ne longev
who way lefl wilh the wing, the only wing,
inexcvably enlangled in The nel of misewy
and loneliness

And is now pevsuaded thal he is ne longev worlhuy lo
give me, 6 lowd, a sparne wing.
Vo Tonine Bello 61



JDY

Joy is one of the fruits of the Holy Spirit, the God of love. He generously pours out his gifts on us, but we have the
responsibility to develop them in our own lives and help others. No. 47 of our Life Charter highlights this by
reminding us that "by our reciprocal love, we continually create the proper climate for the fruits of the Spirit to ripen
in each one: 'love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness and self-control.' " Biblical theology
describes the experience of God thus, "Sometimes there is darkness, purifying rest in God. Sometimes there is joy and
love. One may have a sense of refreshment, a serene awareness of beauty, a quiet joy in God. Another time one can have
a strong sense of being immersed in Him, penetrated and embraced by Him. This peace brings an experience of well-
being, a silent power, a strength, a freedom."

Reading Maria De Mattias' letters, one sometimes wonders if she did not write her letters on her knees; there are so
many expressions of love in them.

449: 6 muy Jesus, help me; will 7 be saved?... Bless me and blesy all this poov communily.

426: Mawy help me; Jesus have mevcy; Ierd lock alb yowv Weunds, yowr Bloed and have meey on

me.
602: 6 my dearv Jesus, 7 wanl nothing bul Yow, Yow alone are encugh fov me.

626: G Jesus, Jesus, Jesus, be wilh me always, Maw, Maw, Maw, T weuld love yow wilh o
theusand heanls.

And there are many others. Each of you has your favorites, I'm sure.

Almost all of MDM's letters contain the advice " Stay cheerful..., don't worry... God will provide," in one form or the
other. Yes, many of his appeals to cheerfulness are associated with reminders of God's providential care. They sound
like litanies , or the refrain of a song.

Studying Maria’s exhortations in this light, it is easy to apply to our lives. I'll try to explain. We are all working to
bring others to Jesus, so we can think of Maria addressing these words to us.

If you are transferred:
912: 7 know she has always beerv an cbedienl daughler. 1 hope she will be cbedienl now loo.
7 wige hev le go lo..... Take courage. Encowrage Sv. Mania and be cheorful in Jesus .

If a good nun from your community is transferred:
928: 1eb us be cheenful and make ne fuss in hev depariune.

If you are experiencing difficult times in the community:

924: Jo love one andlhev pron the heanl fov God's sake. Wy daughley, each of us has owv faulls and
lthey sewe fov owy growlh.

If you have been humiliated and misunderstood

669: leb us glowy in suffering fov Jesus and Many; leb us bear wilhy glowy the humilialions and
scouws fov Jesus and Many. Be cheenjul, therefore, and have greal confidence inv Jesus and Mawy.

1236: "Be cheenful. 1 wanl yow nol lo lalk aboul the wiongs yow have eceived, because Thenw yow
wong Jesus.”



If you received a correction:

739: Tell muyy beloved $v. Clemenline thal she be of good cheov and joy i Jesus and thal she have
faith i Hin Blood.

If you feel discouraged:

731: Way the Blood: of Jesus fill yow wilh ferdilude so thal yow may always be cheeful in fighling
bravely against the toubles thal seek lo pull yow down.

1275: Vo nol be seenv despondenl and discounaged, while whal would they say? thal we are
disconlenled, in sowing God? o, indeed we should be mere cheenful Than the pecple of the werld and
wilhy veason.

If you are tired:

1363: Yow spane no efforl, 1 wanl yow lo do evewylhing le call the poov and inslill inv Theiv heanls The
Chwisliary Voclnine and, love of hely vinlue, so thal we may be of consclalion.

672: We ane nol pughlened by the havails and labew o be endured. el us teflect thal a God

Eugene C. Kennedy, in one of his works entitled "The Trouble Book," says, "Joy is what we can identify in the life of a
person who is not afraid of life and who accepts it as it is." It is known that the struggle for life never ends, that
difficulties are never completely overcome, but one goes on.

Brave people know that the only thing you can do when there is nothing else to do in certain situations is to work on
your own attitudes and the objective reality of the difficulty. It is always possible to do something with oneself when it
is impossible to do it with others.

Maria De Mattias did not choose an easy time to start the congregation. First of all, women were not to be educated,
much less do those daring feats that she did and had her sisters do. We know how confused certain clergymen were by
her preaching, her insistence on a house to live in, or rather, to have living conditions for her sisters, etc.

Maria needed the courage of Christ himself who entrusted the twelve inexperienced apostles with the shocking
ministry of proclaiming the good news for the world. As mentioned above, Maria's first companions were far from
adequately prepared, but her confidence inspired confidence in themselves. Her confidence in Providence was
contagious. They could not let her down.

For me, Maria De Mattias' greatest test of courage was her readiness to accept the group of German-speaking female
adorers in 1847. It was a group in serious trouble due to illness and government oppression. The saint accepted them
and adopted them as her own. I wonder how many of us would have politely suggested that the sisters find a
congregation closer to Gurtweil..., one that spoke their own language.

Another great proof of Maria's courage and worldview was the fact that three years before her death, she sent the
sisters to England and accepted vocations from that land.

If the number of followers and admirers is a criterion for judging the joy a person radiates, Maria certainly possessed
these fruits of the Spirit in abundance.

Her influence in her hometown was so strong that the people of Vallecorsa wanted to prevent her from leaving. But
God was calling Maria to follow Him, desiring to make her an instrument to attract a multitude to His service..., to
spread devotion to His Redeeming Blood..., to bring thousands of souls to His Sacred Side..., to complete what is
lacking in Christ's Passion.



There is an old Indian proverb that says, "To have joy you must share it. Joy is born twin." Maria found true joy in
serving "her dear neighbor and this joy was contagious. Through her they came to know the love of the Father who
sent his Son to us in his redemptive mission. Maria's influence was felt not only by individuals, but through her, whole
families were led to the feet of the Crucified One with grateful love.

Joy is possible despite difficulties and suffering. In Maria, joy was accompanied by a desire to participate in the
Paschal Mystery, and heedless of the price; she was ready to do what she could to bring "that beautiful order of things
which the great Son of God came to establish by His Blood."

173: Yodunale are we i the love of the Owss is in cwv heads. Suffer in silence, suffov by woking,
suffe cheerfully, ov al, least palienly.

159: lel us ejcice, blessed child, thal Jesus makes us wollhy lo suffev somelhing fov His sake.

We are truly blessed to have been called to this congregation where we can consume ourselves in the service of God
and others. Maria De Mattias wrote, "what a consolation to see us in this holy congregation and that day by day we
are getting closer to eternity, each day that passes we are closer. Oh what contentment!"

She lived her life fully, but longed for the fullness of life in eternity. Especially during her last years, her thoughts
turned to the joyful anticipation of Heaven.

919: Vaughlers, promv yeslenday lo this howv is lwenly~fowy hou less lo owv life we are closev lo

1329: 7 cannl explain lo yow the joy 7 feel in seeing thal the wall of this bedy of mine is unnaveling
liltle by liltle lo fulfill the sacifice 7 have made lo my dean God: of nuy whele self in the hands of

ohedience lo my supericw.

Let us live our consecration, like our Foundress, joyfully so that we can one day join her and all the other Adorers in
Heaven. They are waiting for us there. ALLELUIA!
Vivian Miller ASC

a4

Take a look at your joy. How high is it currently? There is a simple way
to find out. We remind ourselves of a state, when we were at our most
joyful in life, and recognize that this is the maximum, say ten degrees.
Then we take a state where we don't have too much, or are sad, and we
consider this to be zero.

And on this scale from zero to ten we can now find ourselves.



Passo 20 Step 20
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One day, not so long ago, a peasant came to the door of a convent and knocked vigorously. When the friar porter opened the
heavy oak door, the peasant showed him, smiling, a magnificent bunch of grapes.

"Brother porter," said the farmer, "do you know to whom I want to give this bunch of grapes that is the most beautiful in my
vineyard?"

"Perhaps to the abbot or some friar in the convent."

"No, to you!" "To me?" The friar porter blushed all over with joy. "Do you really want to give it to me?"

"Of course, because you have always treated me with friendship and helped me when I asked. I want this bunch of grapes to
give you some joy!"

The simple, straightforward joy he saw on the face of the porter friar also enlightened him.

The porter friar placed the bunch of grapes prominently and gazed at it all morning. It was truly a beautiful bunch. At one
point an idea came to him, "Why don't I take this bunch to the Abbot to give him some joy too?"

He took the cluster and brought it to the Abbot.

The abbot was sincerely happy about this. But he remembered that there was a sick old friar in the monastery and thought, "I
will take the bunch to him, so he will be relieved a little." So the bunch of grapes migrated again. But it did not stay long in
the sick friar's cell. For the latter thought that the bunch would delight the friar cook, who spent his days at the stove, and
sent it to him.

But the friar cook gave it to the friar sacristan, to give him some joy as well; the latter took it to the youngest friar in the
convent, who took it to another, who thought well of giving it to another.

Until, from friar to friar the bunch of grapes returned to the friar porter (to bring him some joy). Thus the circle was closed.
A circle of joy. LN
Bruno Ferrero

3
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@ voints fou neflection

Vear, in The coming days Dy lo wake up willv the Thoughl of joy. Be e
owalive! T can be a Bible passage, VN lelleww ov any dhev
thought!

P

05



DVearvesl! |

7 would like yow lo vemember thal lo be happy, is nol lo have a sky wilhoul steuns,
a wad wilhoul haffic accidenls, work wilhoul loil, velalionships wilhoul disappointiments.
To be happy is lo find stenglh in forgiveness, hope in ballles, securily onv the slage of
fear, love in disagreements.

To be happy is nol cndy lo appreciale smiles, bul alse Lo eflect on sadness.

I is nob just celebraling
successes, bul learning lessons promv failwes. U is nol just feeling cheenful wilhy applause,
bul being cheenful inv ancnymily.

To be happy iy lo vecognize thal life is wenll living, despile all challenges,
misundenlandings and pericds of cisis.

Being happy is nel a falalily of fale, bul an achievement fov these whe are able le
To be happy is lo slop feeling like a vicim of problems and lo become an aclev inv one’s
oy :

T is lo ovoss desels culside curselves, bul lo be able lo find an casis
in lthe vecesses of owv soul.

I in thanking God eveny mewing fov the minacle of life.

I iv kinowing how Lo lalk aboul cneself.

I is hawing courage lo listew lo a " Te.”

T in feeling secwre inv receiving crilicism, even i i iv unfair.

I in kissing children, cuddling parenls, experiencing poelic momenls willh Priends, everv
To be happy is lo lel The crealuwre living inv each of us live, Pree, joyful and simple.

I is hawving the maluwily o be able lo say, "7 was wiong.”

I is lo have the couwrage o say, ”Forgive me.”

I in hawving the sensilivily Lo express, ™7 need yow.”

I is hawving the abilily lo say, "7 love yow.”

May yowv life become a garnden of cppodunilies le be happy ...

May i yowv springs be a lovev of joy. May in yowy
windew be a priend of wisdom.

And thal whenw yow make a wvong lwuy, yow slank all
ovev again. Fev then yow will be mere passionale
pov lige.

And yow will find thal le be happy is nol le have a perfecl life. Bul wsing lears lo
Use obslacles lo opernv windows o | inlelligence.

TNevev give up o the pecple yow love.

Nevev give up happiness, fov life is an incvedible speclacle!

Pope Francis

-—-T-— [ - Irn;f 8 .- ;’T



FRIENBSHIP

Maria De Mattias used promotion techniques that flowed from love. She thought positively and realistically about
situations and people. We all know how we respond to the expectations of others. We feel supported by those who
love us. Just as we experience the trust that others have in us and grow to the point of being able to do things we never
dreamed of doing...so it was for Maria De Mattias' companions.

These early sisters, pioneers of our congregation fascinate me. They remind me of the apostles. For the most part they
were not the most professionally prepared ... nor did they have a long novitiate. But Maria believed in ongoing
formation and self-education.

Her letters give spiritual direction and practical advice.

She showed interest in the health of the sisters, would hurry to them whenever possible and frequently took care of
them during illness.

She would ask about their ministry..., or give suggestions for serving children or women.

She was patient with the nuns' limitations, and accepted each one as she was--not leaving her as she was, but inciting
her to grow in perfection.

In letter 895, "Tell her to make herself holy and soon." In Pietromarchi's biography of Maria De Mattias we read that
the sisters appreciated their Foundress for her prudence and maternal understanding toward them. Her corrections
were expressions of her affection and desire for their spiritual progress; she neither hurt nor discouraged them." I like

Maria's delicacy in giving news to the sisters about their relatives:

854: She wiles lo Sv. Bowenice: "Maniaw luisa is well, and se is evowpone in hev house.

850: lo Sv. Nazarena: "Tell the Sv. Maniaw Fwancescar Thal hev welalives arne all well;
Annunziala'y lillle one has gone lo Heave and is beller.”

101: When $v. lucia Possenlic died, the Blessed widle le hev sislen, whe was alse an Adeen,
Sv.

Rosaw Pessenli: "1 was anxicus lo know the news of hev. 1 imagined whal affliclions she
mighl be in. The loss of cwv beloved Iuciaw was louching. el us conscle cunselves fov hev
consclalion fov hewv good molhen.”

Oh! yes, with the positive attitude of the Foundress and her constant promotion the sisters grew, did very well and
were happy.

Vivian Miller ASC Friendship

It is a precious treasure that God has given us. It is a
bond of love that unites us and makes us stronger
and more serene. It is an unreserved giving of
ourselves with loyalty, insight,,

humility and goodness. It is a human feeling that
lights up life with joy

that makes us whole. It is shaking hands and
walking on the road that leads to God.



Letter from Luisa Abri ASC to Maria De Mattias

Long live the Vivine Blood

Paliane, Januawy 26, 1863
Mesl Reverend Melhev Superiov
leaving this holy and beloved welveal weally louched my heanl and 7 cannd think of il
wilhoul leans. Seeing muyself fan promy my dea Miclhev brings me seviow Lo the ulmest; bul
the Iovd will have peunilled il lo chaslise me fov the lillle puofil T have derived pronv il inv all
lhe lime 71 had the goed forlune lo be theve. TNow T can de nolhing bul esign myself lo The
Vivine will. Please do nel forgel me, and de nol abanderw me, Yow kinow how greal is my
need. Mo U v e v Supericy, when is she coming? When 7 think thal she
inv coming 1 conscle muyself o lillle; bul whe knows when!!!"! 6n Piday we all wenl lo
Genazzane, and in the evening 7 slayed thewe, because there were ne howes and on ool il
was impossible fov me. O Salurday 7 visiled 6wy lady and 7 had the good fedune Lo see
messsengev was senl lo lake the baskel of Sislov Tuisa lawrelli whoe asked lo me lo send | o v
il, since fromv Genazzane ne one can be found. We are all well, erdy the principal is nol vewy
well. She hay a slighl fever, bul we hope il is nothing.
Please wrile le me of hew yow are feeling. 1eb me know news of the corwenl. Enbwsl me lo

Jesun inv yowv fowenl prayews. 71 kisy yowv hand. Bless me.
willv most covdial affeclion in the Hearl of Jesus

Mesl Reverend,
Mothev Supericy
Alfeclionalely
Marialuisa A
Paliane, Januawy 26, 1863
To the Veuy Reverend Wiolhev
Sislov Marniav Ve Mallhias, Supericy General 6f The
Adevews 6f The Mesl Prescicus Bloo Acule A beautiful essay on the life and friendship

between Maria De Mattias and Luisa Abri can be

found in Profiles 9. Angela Di Spirito ASC
touches in a very sensitive way the subject of the

first Adorers of the Blood of Christ. Selected

letters of the Pioneers to MDM are collected in
two volumes "I write them in my own hand..."



Letter from Maria De Mattias ASC to Luisa Abri ASC

Long live the Divine Bleod
g Acule, 27 Januauy 1863

Vearnest danghlev in Jesus

7 amv sending along Sistev Tuisa lawelli’y baskel and alsc thee lellevs addressed o he.
Venal send them, howevev thiough the Peslal Sewice, bul walhev enbwsl Themy To some
powciv when yow send hev the baskel. Thal is all fov now. 7 jusl add thal 7 Will be
wiling yow again from heve in a few days, because 7 have lo send semelhing. 7 bless yow

Lowly sewanl
Maniaw Ve Mallias

P.s.
7 always havse yow presend in muy hearl and inv Jesus 7 embrace yow and 7 love yow vewy,
Yilomea thal 7 weceived hew lellev and Thal 7 will answer hev lalev. 7 musl send somelhing

le San Uile.

Abri Luisa, ASC

Born in Marino (Rome) on August 15, 1842, she entered the
Institute in 1858 and was also followed by her younger sister
Albina in 1874.

She made her profession on January 14, 1861. During her
years in Acuto she helped Maria De Mattias as secretary, then
was sent to the communities of Paliano, Vallecorsa and Melfi,
where her sister Albina was superior. Here she died on April
19, 1898. She testified for the canonization process of Maria
De Mattias.
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Passo 22 Step 22

THE FRAGRANCE OF
BLESSED JOHN MERLINI

God's will 1s the plan of love for every creature. To enter into this order of love is to bring to completion the
plan of beauty and eschatological destiny to which the human person is called in creation and redemption.

The "Will of God" is not to be sought by questioning with endless doubts and continuous restlessness the
present and the future or by stopping at the borders of permanent indecision. For John Merlini, God's will is
lived and fulfilled by intelligent, cordial, passionate adherence to daily events. The everyday, simply, must be
welcomed and lived in the measure of the Gospel, so that the Kingdom of God may be present and progress here
and now.

John lives the process of human growth, which is accomplished with a passion of love in which the talents received
are put to good use. He adheres to daily life with extraordinary passion of intellect and love, seeking to establish
in things, people, and daily events the order of love because "God is love; he who abides in love abides in God and
God abides in him" (1 John 4:16).

A wise connoisseur of the human person of his potentialities and limitations, John Merlini cultivates a
relational anthropology that, starting from the respect and honor due to infinite human dignity, opens
him up to the spiritual experience of charity, always passing through contemplation made at the "feet of
the Crucified."

"He has an attentive and loving care for the human (physical, personality, talents, culture) with the need
for personal and community formation.
Finally, it will be useful to warn that if necessity has called us to sacrifices in recent years, today's

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo

economists would be happy to call everything back to the old-fashioned way and would appreciate,
according to the rule, healthy food and drink for all indiscriminately and whatever leftovers from the
table would be distributed to the poor.

We recommend studying and reading the Apostolic Constitutions.

Let us also make our recreations useful by talking about rubrics, scriptural facts and other edifying
things, shunning usseless conversation."

It indicates the need for spiritual guidance with the person's free adherence to a path in the demands of the
spirit: The director does not intend to bind the conscience, nor to give a command of obedience, but only
to direct the soul to its best. Therefore, failure to do so brings no guilt, but only delays the advancement
of the spirit.

Practice and teach how to use discernment in daily events as an exercise of judgment and wisdom to be
acquired on a human and spiritual level. In St. Mary De Mattias:

she understands and therefore adjusts herself ... she considers the matter at the foot of the crucified, in order
to discern what is of God's will.

71
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Pray, and tell me the inspirations and the way etc. Let us consult with God on the matter. You tell me
frankly your feeling after praying. Direction is limited to discerning where God works.

He has a deep knowledge and respect for human limits and finitude that leads to an open and trusting
relationship with others:

"Let us remember that we are limited and finite creatures and, as such, lacking, even without realizing it.
Persuaded by such truth, we will not easlily trust ourselves. We will communicate ideas, we will take
advice, we will welcome remarks, we will not be troubled if we are contradicted. We will know how to be
kind. We will know how to comfort and keep the spirit balanced. Let us therefore meditate on our
nothingness."

A man of contemplation and prayer, he lives and helps us live the Paschal Mystsery, a path of resurrection
through the pain that is inevitable in human life. As Father and teacher he accompanies with infinite
gentleness in difficult and painful situations. He makes himself a companion so that the people who
approach him can grow in confidence in God and the virtue of fortitude as they experience the weight of
difficulties, frustrations and disappointments.

JM encourages us in the acceptance of the cross as a process of growth and love: Have in you the same
feelings

that were in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5)

He always instilled hope i.e., to an ultimate fulfillment that launched the heart beyond the obstacles of
everyday life.

He writes to Maria De Mattias:

fobess.

7 would like yow lo endure difficullies wilhy cheerfulness - lo ejoice, because
God wanly us lo be cheonjul givers.

Take carne lo presowe joy of spinil, since in the Blood of Jesus Chrisl owv

Nicla Spezatti ASC

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo
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@ peints fov neflection

HERE IS MY SERVANT, THE ONE | HAVE CHOSEN,
| HAVE PLACED MY SPIRIT IN HIM, BND HE WILL GUIDE
MY PEOPLE!

N &
A

[ 7

Blessed Giovanni Merlini, who was a fellow traveller and friend to the soul of
St. Maria De Mattias, to the women of the nascent ASC Congregation, and to
numerous other people, asks me:

X Yow ane given lo chenish the fragrance of life: tuy lo peweive the pragrance
emanaling prorm yowv heanl.

@ Ve yow smell the "good pragrance of Chisl” i yow?

Yow ane cuginal, yow are “unique”. Whal is the pragrance emanaling pronmy
yowv life Thal cthews, anvound yow can smell?

é whal pragrance do T cavwy willhy me i muyy priendships?
é o i muyy conumunily - ASC Inslilule
é o in my apostolic velalionships?

% 71 hw lo describe the pragrance of my life willhv werds, symbeols, drawings,
@ piclunes, prayer, music...meoe

73
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in his elalionship with Mariaw Ve Mallias
John Merlini met MDM and became her spiritual director;

after examining the situation in detail, he gives consent for Maria's
departure for Acuto;

preaches a mission in Acuto; takes the opportunity to animate the
Foundation of the Adorers and to hold a Congress in order to provide
for the other six foundations.

He is also present at the Congresses of 1855-1860-1863;

proposes to MDM the opening of a community in London;

visits the Adorers' community in Gurtweil (Baden);

presides over the Congress to appoint women religious to succeed
MDM in governing the congregation;

writes the funeral speech for MDM and, later, the first authoritative
biography;

Johw Menlini
wa/.vbmmSpotdomAM,q,mLZS 1795

died i Rome o Januauy 12, 1873 WWWW

”g\ The day is 29 howw. All 24 ane granted by God and musl be elwwned To Him. They are relwwned lo
- God’s will is knowr endy thrweugh a sheng inlimacy withy Finv: These whe kivow God kinow Fis will.
:\ God's things ane lo be done well; theefowe, all necessany lime musl be
\\2/} WMMAWWWMWWWWWMWW
/QN Vo nol gl caughl wp inv billev things; these should be known only in
\\g/); cudev lo cope willy them. Thenefore do nol give yowwself) oo fov affliclions,
- billowesses and oppressions of spirnil. Ralhev, think of the mosl
expedilious way lo call things back o cider.
: There is ondy one revolulion: the one we make wilhin owwelves. lel us
k 3\” sland fiww i failh. el us leave il Te cuwv blessed God; he knows whal he
\—4 is doing.
= Ll us fowenlly and insislenlly beseechy owv beloved Jesus lo apply lo us
\'N)\) the puil of his divine Blood. Thus we shall be made pardakew of lthe
T same spinil o his; spini, of porfection fou us; spinil of zeal, v the honcu of
God; and spinil of chanily fov the salvalion of souls.
k@“\ Gicvanni Medini in a ledlev le Marvia Ve Dallias daled
‘\*/)\d Jebwarny 21, 1856 wriles: Considev U v o Tnslilule nel as il is now,

bul as il will be, and do nol limil yowv thoughls To Acule, bul lo
and the pecples, so in examining the Rule imagine thal yow have
houwses evevy whewe.

Stvetch you v mind a6 €av ao you cawn.
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@ peinis fov vefection *
Dearesl, wnwuwwWamWoﬁwﬁ@WbomwvaWMpwg)Wm @
deep spicy one, whqhimhket#wmwwo&wmadmuaﬂ%mmuwdwphywwmmw
scenls of yowv mabhe and the meals “she prepanes.... Each fragrance is unique and yow anre
anw criginal pragrance of yowv pevsenal heliness.

75

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo



Passo 23 Step 23

HOLINESS

The Holy Spirit helps me grasp the Word that God pronounces in my life, sustains me in the response that, in its
uniqueness, is an essential piece of the beauty of God's work, a precious ray of God's image on the world.
Holiness, then, is not, first and foremost, nor essentially a moral fact, of good behavior according to our
standards. It is not the obvious result of pious practices and good works. It is not the laborious and fragile
realization of a positive image of ourselves to be shown to others. It is not the feeling of satisfaction because I
can behave according to a constituted code.
Scripture says, "Not he who says Lord, Lord, shall enter heaven, but he who does the will of the Father.... He
who hears and does what He expects of us" (Cf. Mt. 7:21).
"Man looks at the appearance, the Lord looks at the heart" (1 Sam 16:7).
"I want love and not sacrifice,
knowledge more than holocausts" (Hos 6:6).
Fr. Francesco Rossi De Gasperis wrote referring especially to the story of the Patriarchs, "Scripture itself
teaches that holiness is not the moral holiness, the exercise of virtues, but the theological righteousness that
comes from God as a consequence of a unique call to friendship with Him and belonging to Him, the Lord..."
The holy Christian is a humble, joyful lover of God, whom he trusts, whom he entrusts himself to despite his
own weak and negative reality, whom he obeys with amazed simplicity because of his Lord's worthiness,
without waiting for results...
"Lord, my heart is not puffed up, my eyes are
not raised with pride.
I don't go in search of great things that are
beyond my strength.
[ am calm and serene as a
weaned baby
In its mother's arms... " (Ps. 131:1-2).
Jesus, the Holy One of God, has laid out exactly this path for us, making himself for us the 'way' on which we
can walk rightly oriented.
I do not know how Elizabeth could have introduced her child into this dimension of our life of faith, so simple,
but also so challenging. I do know how another mother helps us.... Mary, the woman of the Word, keeps telling
us, "Do whatever He tells you" (Jn. 2:5).
MDM's holiness is precisely in this demythologized, human reality of hers which, open to the Spirit, achieved a
progressive maturing, difficult, therefore imitable! She reads her insulting and intolerant youthful experience
and feels that there is a word that God wants to say to her, a direction that He wants to propose to her: "The
Lord was clearing from my mind the darkness of my ignorance, making me know that in Him alone was true
consolation, not where I was looking for it, that is, in the vanities and pleasures of this world... I felt sttongly
drawn to love Jesus. I heard again that the graces granted to me were not for me alone, but for the help of other
souls.... I felt that I had to give myself to the service of God and to a life of the Cross, resembling Jesus
Crucified" (Lett. 25/7/1838).
Maria accepts this Word, guards it, discerns it... until it becomes her program, her will, because it is God's will
for her life.
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Fidelity to this will, desired, asked for in prayer, gradually realized in the cross and in the power of the Blood
of Jesus, is the holiness of our Foundress, a passionate Adorer of Jesus 'crucified and risen glorious for us,' of
that Redeemer Jesus whom she wants to make known to all, by all means, consumed by the hope of seeing
heaven and earth restored 'in beautiful order' and all peoples celebrating together, with joy, salvation.

Maria is clear that holiness for her and for the ASCs comes through this adherence to God's call. In fact, she
writes in concise way, "God has called us to holiness, which for us consists in loving Jesus Christ and in
laboring for the salvation of souls" (11/1/1854).

When socio-religious situations or structures attempt to stifle the Word that God has sown in her life, the Charism
with which He has marked her, she claims the right to adjust herself first and foremost to the demands of God's
will.

"7 anv lold by Yowv Excellency thal yow decide whonmv 7 amv Lo chey.... 7 have nevev desined,
since 1 gave nuypelfy lo The sewice of 6wy Iond Jesus Chvisl, lo do my own will, bul God's
alone.... To save souls fov Jesus... Meowpvey, 1 have nevev compelled any pevon lo do my
will nol be doing: nuy will, bul God's...” (5/17/1850).

When they wanted her to conform to canons and traditions, she became rebellious out of obedience to God. She
broke schedules and seclusion to talk about Jesus and His Blood to shepherds and peasants. Far ahead of her
time she was a woman of the Word on the path of the Paschal Mystery.

When she senses that "the wall of her body is coming undone," she protests herself "happy to fulfill the sacrifice
made to God of her whole self'" (6/27/1865), consistent with what she had previously written, "Let us be strong
in wanting to please God always, always, so that we can say truly: Lord, the work you have entrusted

to me is accomplished on my part and I have done everything by your grace" (1/28/1866).

When Maria feels burdened by too great a burden, tormented by doubt that she is deluded or exalted, she prays
her Psalm 131 "placing herself in the arms of the almighty Lord, imploring the voice of the Divine Blood, the
protection of the pure and Immaculate Mary" (Const. 1857).

It was precisely Mary Most Holy, so loved by the Foundress, invoked to obtain light, called "sweet mother

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo

Mary," who guided her to Jesus and, in Jesus, to holiness. Here is the testimony, "I can truthfully say that in
years past, the breath of the heart was almost always accompanied by the Most Holy name of Mary, and now
more often than that is the sweet name of Jesus, but how will I find the Son without the Mother? Oh! Mary, be
my Mary" (Lett. n 629, undated).

When we lamented the delay in the Church's official recognition of this woman's human and spiritual stature,
we were always comforted by the testimony of Merlini, a profound admirer of Mary, before her body: "What a
beautiful soul! Blessed is she!" And he began the Miserere, but after a few verses he paused and, inspired,
intoned the Te Deum! (M. Colagiovanni: God's will is enough for me).
Caterina Ronci ASC

Let us be inspined by Ged's heliness. gwmi Christion is called To
heliness; and heliness dees nol consist primandly in det
extraendinary t/wn?/s bul in /@mn/? Ged act. It is the encounter &ér
sur weakness with the 5'[]1@»9/% &ﬁ his grace; i is /La/wn,g/
confidence in his aclion That enables us To live in charily, To do
wm«,th/m,% with joy and humdily, for The glony of God and in
service To our ned .

Francis
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THE HOLINESS OF THE ADORERS
OF THE BLOOD OF CHRIST

"WE JOYFULLY THANK BOD WHO, IN HIS GOODNESS, HAS CALLED US TO FULFIL OUR BAPTISMAL
CONSECRATION IN FOLLOWING JESUS CHRIST, IN A LIFE OF ADORATION THAT IMPELS US TO APOSTOLIC
SERVICE” (LC 1).

INONDER, GRATITUDE, JOYFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS CALL ARE
FAITHFULNESS TO GOD, PATH OF HOLINESS FOR US.
ONE ASC IS HOLY WHEN IT WORS:EPS THE BLOOD OF CHRIST!

THE TWO REALITIE
FOR EVERYONE, HOLINESS IS THE FULFILLMENT OF GOD'S
EXPECTATION OF ONE'S LIFE,WEAI\R)REFOASCUIS THIS EXPECTATION IS THAT

COINCIDE!

"REMEMBER THAT BOD HAS CALLED YOU TO THIS INSTITUTE TO BECOME SAINTS” (309, UNDATED). "THE DAUGHTERS OF
THIS HOLY WORK SHOULD ALL BE SAINTS.” (209, UNDATED). "LET US BECOME HOLY, FOR THIS IS OUR VOCATION” (APRIL
1343).

Practically, an ASC open to the Spirit, faithful to her vocation:

"loves our dear Jesus very much" (9/26/1855);
"is united to his cross' (March 1843);
"works for Jesus and Mary, always having in mind giving even her life
for the salvation of souls that cost Jesus Blood'" (3/16/1859)

» A DD » » \ ) 0 DR »
PR 0 0 ) P(
RU . o: A
DUR ) DR DSPF A DRI 0 - A
\R 0D S ) A U U
A 0 RO 0)) A 0

As Maria De Mattias expressses in so many of her letters, it is God who sanctifies us, when there is adherence to
His will on our part.

THE CONSTITUTION AUTHORITATIVELY ASSURES US: "THE SPIRIT SANCTIFIES US AS WE OFFER OUR
MINISTRY TO OTHERS, IDENTIFYING OURSELVES EVER MORE CLOSELY WITH CHRIST CRUCIFIED BND RISEN”
(LC 3).

Generic do-goodism, piety drawn from and nurtured here and there, the imitation of uplifting examples but not

really relevant to our spirituality, unfocused continuing education, disorient us and slow down not only our
own but also the community's journey. The Constitution further states:

“We will commit ourselves throughout our
lives to attain the Paschal identity of Christ
to which the Ekord calls us. Aware of this
vocation, we will help one another to grow
towards full maturity and hofiness” ([: u7).

e

) » 79 .

. ff’E'-.-""

Heart for the World\ Cuore per il mondo



Passo 24 Step 24

The Church also has a clear word: "... a profound need for holiness calls into question in the first place the
consecrated life.... In the following of Christ and in love for his person there are certain points concerning the
growth of holiness in consecrated life which deserve special emphasis today. First of all, fidelity to the foundational
charism and the consequent spiritual patrimony of each Institute is required. In this spirit, the need for a renewed
reference to the Rule becomes urgent again today for each Institute, because in it is contained a program of
following the Lord, qualified by a specific charism authenticated by the Church" (VC nn. 35-36-37).

An invaluable aid in this regard can be reading the biographical profiles of the sisters written on the occasion of
their deaths.

The return of an ASC to the Father's house cannot constitute just news, but is true ASC hagiography!

The death of an Adorer of the Blood of Christ is the fulfillment of a life at the end of which we must be able to say:
Lord, on my part I have fulfilled the work you have entusted to me. I have done it all with the help of your grace.

Lo:dl, :I:e I:l‘li fem antrentat ta TG i CemGg
il me dome «:/? “z Eit PORT GRaed,

(28/d/

In death we celebrate the faithfulness of God who builds His masterpiece on our poverty. Therefore, the reading of
the life of an ASC must be praise to God who has marked us with a Word of His that, like every Word of the Lord,
returns to Him after producing that for which He sent it (Is 55); it must be grace of renewed trust, of longing for
faithfulness.

WE CAN BE SAINTS LIKE MARIA DE MATTIAS,
LIKE THE SISTERS WWHO PRECEDED US, THROUGH

THE POWER OF THE CHARISMATIC WORD THAT IE
HAVE ACCEPTED AND ALLOWED TO BEAR FRUIT
IN OUR HEARTS.

I conclude this part by wishing us to know how to "console" our Foundress who "wished to see all her daughters
holy" (3/23/1864). For this she prayed, for this she delivered us into the hands of Mary Most Holy and does not
cease to repeat to us:

“GE CHEERFUL, MY DEAR DAUGHTER, JESUS LOVES US
ANO HIS MOTHER IS OUR DEAREST MOTHER WHO
LOVES US SO MUCH AND WILL NOT FAIL TO GIVE US THE
HELP WE NEED; AND WiLL WE BECOME SAINTS? YES, IF
WE WANT TO; THAT IS WHY WE HAVE BECOME
ADORERS OF THE DIVINE BLOOD, BECAUSE WE WANT
TO. SO TAKE COURAGE AND PERSEVERE" (18/2/1855).

Caterina Ronci ASC
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REST

If you always live in a hurry, you will not have time to live. This adage is really interesting in the current era of
workaholism and the loss of the ability to enjoy time, often measured in terms of productivity. Rest can seem
like an exclusive commodity. Better: time spent on mass media and in front of screens of all kinds is slowly
becoming a substitute for rest. We seem to be losing the ability to read in Nature's Book. Somewhat due to
contingent reasons, but mostly due to a widespread inability to stop, to listen to the message of nature, the
temptation to use without appreciation the heritage God has given us to cherish is rampant.
Sacred Scripture lends us the appropriate attitudes and words to express wonder and delight at the beauty of the
world to the Creator:
The boasl of heaver is The limpid finmamenl, a celeslial speclacle in a vision of glowy.
The sun, when il appeans in ils nising, pwdaims, -Whal o mawel is the wok of the
Mest High!-. The meon, leo, always puncual v ils phases, wles The months and
indicales the wealhev. T is a signpost fov The hesls onv high, shining in the fiumament
whe made il: how beauwliful il is inv ity splende! (Siv 43);

P the springs, God, yow bung down walew and behold,
sheams flow Promv the mounlaing. Avound thewe binds make theiv nesls  and sing
cullivaled fov food. (Py 104).

Yow have made maw lillle less Than a god; yow have crewned hinv wilhy gloewy and
honev (Ps. 8).

small and greal animals thal canncl be counled. Rejoice, 1ord, fov yowv works! Praise
the 1ovd my soul. Hallelujah, glowy to the Tevd! (Py 104).
From time immemorial, believing and nonbelieving authors, poets and artists, writers and philosophers, and
the saints have referred to nature as a revelation that is clear to some, mysterious to others, but for all, certain
of the existence of a higher being.
I choose and retrace, enjoying it, a page by Ippolito Nievo from Confessions of an Italian.
"] shall always remember-he says-the dazzling pleaswie alimesl The amazement, of
wondev 7 received promy il, greenv plaing inlewecled by canals, villages, vast b o d i e s
of walev. " Bul farthey slill my eye could nol quess whal was thal infinile space of blue
thal seemed le me a piece of sky fallen and owshed inle The eadh: a hansparenl
81
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expanded, beauliful in my eyes, and lock o all the ideal and almosl impossible
appearances of o drean.

Vo yow believe il? 7 fell le my knees... God alse came inle my mind: thal geed and
greal God whe is inv nalure, fathev of all and fov all. 7 wewshipped, 7 wepl, 71 prayed;
and 1 musl alse confess thal my soul, balleved aflowwards by the grealest slouns,
oflerv look efuge in the childlike memowy of thal momenl lo eqgain a glimmer of hope.
No, thal was nol The epelilion of the acl of failly laughl le me by the parishy priest: il
was a new, sponlanecus, vigowous impulse of a new failhv thal was sleeping quielly in
my hearl. And il jolled awakening lo nalwwe’s malewnal invilalion! Fwermy univensal
beauly 7 forelasled lhe feeling of univewsal geodness.”

Calevinas Roneir ASC

@ voints fov neflection

A time for reflection:

What kind of relaxation culture prevails in my

environment?

How do I think about rest?

What helps me rest on ordinary days and vacation{.: ?ﬁ
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ROOT YOUR SPIRIT IN THE BLOOD OF JESUS BAND BE CHEERFUL

MDM
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CONCLUETOTY

71 wead, somewhere, a veuy inleresling page, a paraphrase of
lhe severv days of cvealion in
condemporawy language. 7 found there, in sumimany, the
vision thal Mariaw Ve Mallias expressed in "Seeing in the
Son of God came lo eslablish
i Hiv Blood.”
7 find the conclusicn of this siowy,
veuy apl lo close this vepol, "God saw thal human
ay the alpha and emeqga, reducing inslilulions, weligious
beliefs,
sowanly of God and Hiv pecple.

And God saw being adopled as thein supreme law The
fellowing: “Yow shall love The 1ovd yowv God wilhy all yowv
shall leve yowv neighbov as yowself.”
And God said, This is veuy geod!

And it was the sevenlhv day of
God'y planel,” the planel where evewylhing and evewpone iv
welcoming God's plan,
and life, all of il, is an acl of wovshiping the
Blood of the Tovd Jesus, known by adering, adered by living.
Calenina Ronci: ASC
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