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My dear people may 1 have your S
s attentlon please’

Thank you. 3

. Oh dear, now that you reall 11sten1ng,
. almost wish you weren t. :
'_ I'm scared r ve never done thls before.
Do you hear my knees knocklng
or myteeth chattermg7 3 e ICH 2
Plbasetrytoignorelt I DL 5
8 Well,, any‘way, here you are—and hereI '. e
& am...solet‘sgetstarted €304 ffn JTyisiod

8 have been asked to tell you ahout my

Vverybestfrlend,:-'r. 15 3l 8 Ntth '.':.‘;'T:,
',ZMARIAD:EMATTIAS *:%_;L;; bipEs A ‘

TN and there s so much. to tell

rié_‘.t

ohelplnthekltchen : 1 & {1t
Ithmk tha‘t\’zvasbackmmzz Or so.. 212 ' '

Aftera few years, they n.otlced nur house was terrlblycrowded fy Srneas

I ‘sJo Mr 7and Mrs De Mattlas 1nv1ted me to 11ve in theIr home. P 3 Fhep
j 1: Then when my mother dled in 1~831 ' ol )

1 was so_rt of unofflelally adopted

o

<‘4‘.—:"1ntothefam11y R tiehs
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235 L d f.': o ¥ _ Ifelt 1t a real honor to help in the DeMattias home £
' \ ll ,7 3 Mr was terribly 1mportant a lawyer and for a ‘time, the mayor of the town
_ = > : 3 But at home he was sovery k1nd and gentle : 3T
. 'Mrs was an elegant lady,and managed her household likea queen
e 7 She kept her famlly dressed properly and styllshly
428 , (and she kept myclothes neat and clean, too). -
: £ ~ But she wanted the glrls to act l1ke lad1es all the time...
X 'and sometlmes that was hard on Maria who was so vivacious.
3 Iy was sorry when Mamma 0ttav1a scolded Marla
butshe, scolded Antonlo too, and sometlmes even Mlchael
2 2y Vmcenza the oldest glrl was ]ust l1ke her mother

I.hear thatthe De Matt1as fam1ly hadsi‘x otherchﬂdren wh IFLE
when: they were bables. I guess that is why there was a space. of 1 years between
N Vlncenza and Marla V1ncenza spent most of her tlme helplng her: mother and
‘ 7 dldn t haveitline for her little s1ster The two younger: boys well they were typlcal
g £ boys and they dldn twant Maria tagglng along either.

Dad Grovanm was concerned for l’llS young daughter and wanted someone, to

| S |

grow-fupwrthher 'f'f; 2632 ‘, V.Ij_-_ AN 5335w _ﬁ_,‘ T'.'

share in her fun., aCCompany her to town' and such. That s how I became more ofa -

5 : : | 1) 4 perstmal ma;d to Marra than a help in the k1tchen
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church hut she scrupled about

.....

.

CEE T

for the flrst tlmet She often Went to

o recelvmgjesus frequently

.....

T guess she notlced how sad Iwas .

becausemo one hadprepared me |

for these sacraments. ﬂne day she

called me, and Some other glrls 1n the e

nelghborhood and began teachmg us .

: the catechlsm and telhng us lo‘vely‘-:_i—
Blble storles, You should have seenf N
the party she prepared for us on our‘ S ;
great day The prlest then askedq \

Marla to contmue preparmg youngl iy

folks for the satraments

.....

What she d1d ’ Fgs

LA YR ER LI 5 p T
TR 4 el A

SO that is

Marla dldn t treat me . 11ke a mald
i

though .more like a 11tt1e 51ster

years rolder_. than I was... She was :

prettiertoo....and smarter.

o loved to comb her halr,
and plle the curls up into a11 klnds of
o .fancy halrdos Iloved her clothes and
it llked to lay out her pretty dresses for
;our outmgs She wore ]ewelry too,
% when we, went out for walks in town 4 b
: or- to church Everyone talked ahout s
i the young pretty De Mattlas girl,
1% and wagered bets - on' ~which boy s

' r__-would be the lucky one to wm her-,-l'-

hand



33 'VVe went to church a lot mt ]ust for Mass, but forextra v1s1ts

I remember the flrst year I I1ved with the De Matt1as famlly Iwas about 9, so -
Marla was 7, Vallecorsa had a mission. My, how we prayed. _ )
, Those m1ss1onar1es had us 1n church most of the day, and aga1n in the :
o evenlng , T £ 70 § (777 3
: tEveryone went—even Tony and Mlchael The mam m1ss1onary was a holy 1a
-‘_man‘- : I : i :
called DON GASPAR DEL BUFALO il i

4 Mar1a really took everythlng serlous She talked to me alot about w1sh1ng
ey TSRS -WOmencould become mlss1onar1es too. I had all kinds of dreams at n1ght
Slgriven iy : i : : ; } b3 ’_ - j “-of me and Mar1a gomg all overltaly telllng the people about God

P : i LIttled1d I dream that aIl ofth;s would one day come true

'g Fu iy

There wasat1me afterthe mission whenMar1a really seemed confused g d. P2 e i ate ¥ty
She hked’partles dances and such andlgottogow1th her,_ 1A v W e N Giton ey
nios'tofthetlme 4 k723 L : '.' 2 Ml ' :
It was fun. But s0met1mes she Would go to herroom and stay there all day

praymgandsometlmes'crymg b S EAPERTRE T

She had tlns»pretty p1cture on the wall '
Our Lady seemed to tellMarla a lot too about the f.uture
(and would you beheve 1t) she even taught her how toread!
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- Iremember once during

May devotions Manaprepared ¢ 5 ")
for confession and then slipped into f-l_;,"
thebox. When she came out, Isaw e 115 ot 4

' somethlngwas wrong. | SSTRIHITAl Ve |
Instead of going to herpew, piate '\ d@ |

| she genuﬂected and dashed
out of church. I looked over at ‘mother ) ) (
“‘and Vincenza, but they didn’t.notice V X #
~anything. Iprayed their contemplation D, 7
_ wouldhold out untll Marla came back A G
o ‘But When she did, she was wearlng
her old Saturday dress and she had: :
~ cutoffher halr' ‘ ;
Why she 1ooked like a plaln ordmary
girl Jdike me' I d1dn t hear a word the
83 ; 3 mlssmnary 2 ' 373
. saidin the homlly _ ;
1 kept thlnkrng of the scoldmg
\ '_ Marla would get when ‘we got home

L A % Ny P B w8 st i A i e

Now Mana s llfe really changed and Mother Wi Al o
‘ DeMattlas dldnthkemtone"btt' i MRt
'Z. % ,Mana refused’to wear her pretty clothes and
: 1ewe11:y any more.. § s : 1
Dy And h.er lalrttoo‘k a Iong t1me to grow enough, L
- Soit eouﬁld‘be properly trimmied. - 7
-Onceshe eyen wore her dress in- s1de out, +
and even’l wasembarrassed to walkwith her.
I’Il ‘bet sOme people thought she was out. of
bzer mind, Ihad anether problem - 1> o=
when Maria shpped out of the house w1thout
me MU.thei'De'Mattlas schooled her and me :
Once 1 couldn L accompany her even if 1= 7
wanted to' She was weanng my only palnof -
-shoes an the were old. | Ay r s
diberes s

Ll

~
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b i es You know the Prec1ous Blood Fathers £
_ $ PO {_‘ 3 seemed tohke Vallecorsa, it '
4 T .;: : and our town wanted them to. stay
next to the Church it :
80 the people got husy M qhE T a4t
-Our prlest asked e everyone to help '
carry stones....and processmns were orgamzed
e Iwas very happy, ‘ : '
;: : : o »:_'L- 1 love 'this sort’ of thlng, and common glrIs hke
FETiTisic s ime cando this w1thout any talk { '
2 T3 ButwasIsurprlsed tosee Marla ] j:_ :
Pt iin: the procession - too“ I asked her how she 133

: managed -and she just saldher dad: :
: -Cametoherrescue ’_'- SEErEERD L ERIAALY ) &
,:.',if, S5y maklng herpromlse o Carry her S gk
el -~ .stonesinherhat, diiite

5 and not to try to take the hlggest ones

£ ¥ Da.d De Mattfas knew this meant much toiMariaj sohe simply-‘;told the others to'lay off. 7

b »we
v

L .. One thmg that w;orrled Mother Ottav1a, I thlnk ‘was the fact that her glrls d1d not seem to be

. i? i & thlnklng of 1 marrtage Vlncenza wasever well hut she could have made a good w1fe
; i tosomeyoungman i :
FLTet ’She was already 35,and she rust wouldn tgo out ke 33400 b
SERLE eIt < --She was very pale andwassmkerthan any of us thought Syt !
ST Maria was 24, pretty. and healthy ‘butshe talkedonly of being a nun..
3 £ Wi She knew she COuldn tleave now because she saw Imw ill her mother and s1ster Were
i '-_'She and I Began doing naore of the house work
_jandIthlnkhernrmtherwasreheVed ) ey et IS BT vt sl KL
: MDA LY Ry e A SinZdrdxenamat e v Towardtheendof1329. °
: g 1 B d g o S el pnadiabiader Foalitang _' Vincenza gotverysick, =T 1 il
5. G4 ' LA and.lnDecembershedled 1 ,".‘j"
s i “1:7y 7.1 Mother Ottav1a was terrlbly sad.
: L She herself was very sick. 5
¢ Y& Iust seven months after Vincenza’s
ey : funeral - g :
BT 4 ‘MotherDe Mattias died. -
‘ Ifelt sosorryfor Marla and her dad
¥ ! ~and for the boys too.



o b o AL AT A Ce s Wt b AR FTERIIBSE S 14 plapy O Thenexttwoyears, G rhvad Srl R ‘:_ ghantiay
2o b TP Y, j!._i":.- F 3o rk e PPl sy DS T Marlashowedamdeofherpersonahty'
i iy Thade gy ERESFLARAIE A 4 5y b piad s thathadn tbeenrevealed-before

Sed e et oL it shetook charge w4
st A T T R T ATt e S T I AT R i S and how Shie mahiaged] v |
: Rl iRl et 42 aEypE e el Aty Hermotherhadsodommated ES .: (e %4 (42
3 $RAE 21 LT A et L0 the household that Maria ; : '

LA b AR AL )ustkmdofllvedquletly,

_trying not to cause to many upheavals
 Nowsheandher dad orgamzed everythmg. s
“_ They letme take care of the house '~

" and the kltchen _

i 'Mlchael was a young man, N
I3 23 years old now. '

o4, ‘“'He had finished his studles
.+ .inlawschool in Rome 32
- and had returned to Val]ecorsa
,asa succeSSful Iawyer
h _He married Carolina Scachette !

. andt they lived in the home place too ;

‘ ‘Thatwas mce : g A $ 0 nt )
; Carohna was a good compamon for Marla e
) Antomo was 20, ; L 2L gkt ¥}
;: studymg medlcme in Rome, 3900 g ik
" butnottoo senously Larast
" Hisdad had wanted h1m 2y S
| toenteraseminary, . C Tl gl b
butthatdldntwork 3 : o I !
Marlawasachmgto get‘on iR e A O

. ‘with her missionary work. - Ly g :

_+." Shefeltshe couldn tleave her dad
. atleast not just yet il
: i But she felt shewas gettlng old
‘_ it waiting... .
(that s what she told me, 3
: < ‘butldidn’¢ thmk she looked old at all')

] i ; ‘Her dad lether carryonas much apostohc

iy ‘werki inthe house asshe cared fo; i r '_ ;
-“Shehad meetings w1th 'young grr_ls, '

! and taught them catechlsm,

g ol st andmuch about good Chrlstlan 11v1ng

3 i She continued her classes w1th children, .~
43y preparmg them for thesacraments )

- And sometlmes groups of mother

.came to pray w1th her.
Whlle she was workmg, ;
_ she seemed 0 happy
fiddph :'BUT'
_ : Ttwasn’t glvmg herallyet..
i 2% Tk b L. 1
31335 ke Tieeite ;
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_ Gaspar ._".','.‘. AT

1 who gave amission here Tpatat
S backm18227 Y i
) " Hewas really 1mpressed’w1thMar1a, ’ ‘
+ though he only saw her once after that

He corresponded with her dad some, {1
Idon’t know how much;.
Well Wouldn tyou know

asklng him tolet Marla go!

.

X

with the letteri in his hand Py
and that’s how I knew somethmg

£ wasgomgo.n FEAy P
... Later Marla to}d me all about
¢t the N“orcla offer and her de81re to go

erv il She wasso: exc1ted

‘ -f Ihadmlxedemotrons,- 1538

so 1 hatedto thmk of 1eav1ng

l Hi ‘__ and aswe made plans,
| : ~Tgote excﬂ;ed mySelf

L?_i-; 'We started gettmgread‘y, * } e
,i.':'_f__ Sewmgmoreclothes. FrELATIELE ?
) kmttedstocklngs. \ E
: faie not]ustfor,oursek(és sl adantdrah

1iiie butforDadanrdtheboys too.

: : w1thCaroIme, 5 SREEA .
R '-: 15 heIped smokesausa.ges and ham
CPeth Then wouldn t you know it,’

i 31 'te‘Ihng Mar.la' to Walt a whlle
4N orc1a|wasn t Gnd s will for Marla R

: Now how dldhe know.that" oY
LRI L{\Aarlawassosad --‘f ARaghs
§ AT AL *Idldmybe§ttoconsoleher LR
UG
i3 i sy B2l

Do yom remember my mentlomng Don' |t

early in1831, Dad gota letter from Gaspa-r, | 8 -,_7 2
to Norma to teach 1n a school there $43 ¢

e Dadcame‘tothekltchen f‘j‘fi' ‘.".',"j:‘;:.i]:,-'.l
lookmgforMarIa, IR

becatlse I Irked itin theD'e Mattlas home, 3 RTINS

“Her‘enthusmsmwas contaglous 3 kT RN RIS e i

Wealsocannedtomatosauce seatvidy

gy

(o g AT s

€ TR AR L

‘hewrote et hans ity




S We iiiéked up ourlife: .
y el where We hadleftoff. -
e Maria mCreétsetl her c.lasses
: And IWent back to cooklng A
{'andhouse cléanmg~ ey
Daﬂ was very happy. ! i ;

"He knew she wanted fo gnre herself t’otally to God and to sei'vu:e of others. e 133

2 Heknew’thatsooneroi'laterheWOuldhaVetolethe:rgo. _' f'- 3 1433 bad rath

Sa, when another letter came, this time from BlShOp Lais, askmg,Maria to TRIEH
; ‘teach:m Acuto or. in SanStefano Dad even encouraged ey T T SEiR

_as dld Mlchael also I.’m glad we had prepared all those clothes two years

-~y =

s a_go.Wehadlesstodonow—ﬁandlesstimetddmt § ; "_' Ve ¥ g 3
: ,7,;;,,* “Mariawasa,b;mdleof)oy,,Sheanddadhadlongtaiks., Feret ;'i SRR AT YT
PR _‘ Ife‘ltsomrry;forhun heluokedsooldandlonely Aty . Y gl
Michaelpromlse to take careof himand dadwas gratefui S L R
.'~Howev,erhedldmmstthatj\/hchael s ‘i od o \t Yivla
'f‘accompanylus@mte'toAtuto K8 ik ¢hytia}d A3 EE T S
}l_i LS

I wasn t used to'rldmg a donkey and
Michael hadto helpme up and down agh
;,atevéry,stop~ -_- SR etk
- < He helped‘us carry ourthmgs 45
' - into thehouseanrd

3 get settled

i ~cf v 8 + 1
Fa A1 ! b 3 3
EE ] - bl g 1n & & 2 PR e 8 1
oA 1 " L) 5 .l LR i ] 1 4
4 ’ \ i ol & | 4 3 1 I



': who have dlfferentg}fts .

: We d1dn t get to stayi in the Fransca
;i3 house very long:
5 There -were_ three rooms ‘on the
: ground floor, { :
~-which could be used as classrooms.
(The famﬂy used the two
upper floors. ) ;
There wasn’t room for the 100 girls

who came to beinstructed by Maria. :

- That house was dark and damp, and
cold-- 1

+ think every s-'inglel one of us got .

: 'Mari_a’s heal__t_h was wea—kened.

1 The happy g1rls that came: to us cheered us, and helped us remember itwas all worthwhlle i
| Some wanted tostay w1th us all the t1me They helped me in the k1tchen too, ’ :

rolhng out the pastd, .and preparlng the Vegetables, 1 AT

: They called me Aunty, and I l1ked that Mar1a wasgomg to get a teacher

e § to help her T hat was good and that was bad ! \

Ann‘a F arrott1 needed aplace to s}eep, and it almost cost me everythlng
14 One afternoon Marla sat down besrde me and talked to meabout returnlng to _
. Vallecorsa ,I couldn tbeheve 1tr T4 rith ; :
2 Surely she dldn t mean that she dldn t want me w1th her anymorei 3 .
I cr1ed Ibegged to stay No, it s true Ican’t teach

but she and the others needed someone to cook to clean to pray

T L I prom1sed to stop “bemg her ma1d” I begged to become a member of

Aworkmg s1ster—— ':‘_4 P B

a pray1ngs1ster : Frie] :
I didn’ t convmce her the f1rst t1me ‘i ; £ FRt
but Iasked]esus to help me.. :
iand flhally, she understood

::that He could call members :

bes1des teachmg and g1v1ng retreats. %)
SO Shelétme ;, * 1d s 43
STAY HiHs

fl : Lol
S G LAY o

. sick.Icriedmy eyes out toseehow . .



‘One day Maria came to tell us
41 we were gomg to move agam
53 Ididn’t even moan, ]
38 because iwaméa to getout

-of this house. - .

: Then when she told us we had

_ permission - \

touse the Bishop’s seminary--

- THE BIGGEST HOUSE INTOWN--
‘with lots of good air,
~andspace for all of Maria’ s, :

- ImeanGod’s work ' 3
- room for our growmg famlly

St ey ,Wekeptonsmglngaswegrabbed 3
e gt be L e T S e Rt e L S 3 R352 53 ~ourth1ngs ; : 5
and started to run up the many steps :

TO OUR NEW HOME'

Ty bl
i

------

firses I must tell you we were even sadder to have to leave

We had had two wonderful years in that blg house and now
the b1shop wanted us to leave Vi ’ : {

I t:ouldn 't beheve 1t

He had to be loklng :

but that wouidn. t have even i

been a good ]oke _

We dldn trun thls t1me Mg lens
We drug our feet down to the i _‘ i1
Stefanl house _ 8% j :
Marla promlsed-us 1t wouldn t he fo.l‘ long
Vand SOmehow we beheved her g

Tt gave us courage to squeeze

1 .J

together agamY Feigat

Our group- had grown to mne 81sters '
Bt plus boarders ' 1

AgAa ko ¢ 5 Falyt
I | L akl A

3 _-You should have seen us dance and e



I have a: confessmn to make and I. hope

8 Marla 1sn’t llstemng

Y Whlle she and. the others were busy ,
" ~with the ~g1r1s and I had. finished the
'3 dmner dlshes andhad a breathlng speIl

* J used to shp down to the old hospltal whrc‘h Marla was transformlng 1nt0
N our future MOTHER HOUSE 21 I i 4 X ; V3
i ‘:&_ ( I loved‘t:o watch the workmen, and dreamed about hav;lng a home of our won.’

RN was there thatIsaw what a dxfference it made when Marla came on the scene

e ' : L.\l Hammers ﬂew faster saws zlpped with renewed speed
LELPEE : Therewere smlles, greetlngs and]oy $2 3300 g b

: = I ,'__ She often brought them lunch and allttie wrne O i
'Thenl Kknew, why I'sometimes couldn t ﬁnd dlnner left overs '

[

‘thatl planned to serve -for supper

Rttty iy n i ButIdldn tmmd Iwas_gladltwasn tamousethatwasmmypantry s sppla Ral B e i At
“ a P 70y Wlth alltheexcrteme‘nt of thebulldmg,andalltheworkw1ththepeop1e1n Acuto, detiiis
: s Wewere all qulte]oltedwhen news canie, onSeptember 17, 18}9,that 1 3
DadDeMattlashaddled B b il Rl R T R 2

Marla and - hadn tseen h1m smce werode away, flveand a half years ago

o o Inhlsletter Mlchaelwasn tveryclear .%? 3 S B it B et ; Lol

43I Li pen el T about the Cause of the death. I cried enough tears for Marlaand myself bt eyl
MITa2 iy ‘,-' ‘ f together Shehidhersor;l'ow -f 30 i ' i

m r s ST knew shewas trylng to he unselflsh ]

Sl 1 : ne]mcmglnherfathe‘rs‘" .*.’" i Sh b -
gl T8 '_ et entrylnto heaven, when; unrtedw1thh1sw1fe and his seven chlldren 1T
he could smg God s prmses in unendlng joyand glory =

::::: b=k

* ~

¢ ': ~Maria consoled her brothersand £4h Fag 5
‘encouragedthem: -~ - 138
Michael and Nina already had three

;‘chlldren L i

: Antoniowasabouttomarry, T g 5 B s
3 I andmove 1ntothe homqplace too. { 3y 83
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Th1s18185\i, {re ": Fhe (TR 3 g}v ; 2
-and today is a great daym my Il;f

4 Lrecelvcdthe habit . TR e
and am truIyamember :

of thls wonderfui
icongregatlon 1

= ?The smters all made the

i3 ;Eucharlst celebratlon very '

- joyful.

73 'fi";:l was amazed tos see

i howm many of theAcutanS' : i

B3 cametore]o1cew1thme TEE L b b .

S »' w1th us You know I am theflrst lay 81ster
e to recélve the hablt. ]

'_ ¥ for’ many years andZI know they want tobecome members too
ie 4N O'W they have hope you ‘dbe surprlsed what good
£, ’commumty bmlders we can be cheermgthe s1sters w1th good food

', cleanclothes andhttlesurprlses e iR AR :

We have tlme to pray extra too, both whllewe work an.d
; mthepresenceofourEuche}ﬂstchord A3ty R o L s AR L s 328
Itwas unbehevable hm/\rourcongregatmn greWmmembers and 11’1the number oftowns '

: ~WILerem1rs1$tersserved« A SRS s TSy S P f:";’,;':,‘."..jr'_-f;-‘;.._-l. ‘

; Over?zoomstérs;omedMatmathroughtheyea,rs.;.1:‘-_52._,-:.,:,‘_{;':'?,h’-‘_I>-i-'_ i teied -t

IWasproudandhappywhenm&ugust 1 30

Mlchaelssecondglrl Afbma, entered EaTiE 1 ; :

.......

PIG whobecame alawyer_, ; Gl
marnedandhadtWochﬂdren.—:{'

Hlsotherson I-'rancisXavxer,.f;",': H {7 ekd

became a prlest a\nd‘ theologlan m‘ Rome
: £ad Antonl‘o hmletght chlldren :
3 i _h HlSeoldest-daughter, SRRt (A .T Fil

A Rose also101nedheraunf,.;‘%‘-:—" : A

By You could tel!theseglrrs -ﬁl FHea
AR ‘__:I_ ""?'!',' . ; 2 ol e Bl
S belonged N IEEL

t : fo the Db Mamas fa\mﬂy 1
%3 ; E;They Ioved therr aunt, 7.

; There are several other ladles who have been Cookmg for the slsters e e -_ Tehen ; 07 : £ 4 7



Twas,so proud of Marla She ‘was a great samt aud most people recognlzed it. :
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A AR Ioved my work wherever, as long as we 81sters were unitedin love

gyt It waS‘good tosee how the s1sters 1m1tat,ed Marla in thelr 10v1ng service.
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: It remlnded ‘me of my own sacramental preparatlon S0 many years ago by Marla herself
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Tk Andatnight Idreamed dreams uf our beautlful years in Vallecorsa. S
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